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P/RLTAMENTARY STANDING COMMITITE ON PUBLIC WORKS

R.AAF, BASE, WAGGA, NEV SOUTH WALES

REPORT

By resolution on 21 Auguat 1969, the House of Representatives referred

%0 the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works for invesiigation and

report, proposals for the development of the R.A.A.F. Base, Waggs, New South

Vialos,

1,

The Committes have the honour to report as follows:

THE COMMITTER'S TNVESTIGATION

The Committee received written submissions and drawings from the

Departments of Alr and Works and tock evidence from their repressniatives at a

publio heaxing in Canberra. We inspeoted the existing facilities at the base and

the sites for the proposed buildings,

2.

THIS_REFERENCE.

The proposals referred to the Commitiee axe for the erection of

an eleotrical instrument and armament training buildings
iwo looture room buildingsy

a catering training building;

an airmen's recreaiion centre;

a genior N.C.O.s' mess and kitohen;

a penior N.C.0.s! laundry;
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=~ o W.R.AAF, accommodation block, recreation centre and laundryg
~ a senior officern! and female officera’ accommodation block;
- an officers' laundry;
- an airmen’s accommodation block;
- an afrmen's lowndry; and
~ on emergency power house,
Existing huts on the sites of proposed buildings ore to be removed, The best

of these huts are {o be relocated iIn the temporary accommodation area for use

as temporary sleeping quarters to rolieve occasional peek loodings et the base,

3. The work is estimated to coot $5.5 million.

R.AAF. BASE, WAGGA

de History In 1939, 815 nores were amoquired at Forest Hill, 6% miles
east of the City of Wagge, for the establishment of Q PFlying Training School,

A further.eoquisition increased the tolal aven to 866 mcres, The site offexed
sultable weather conditions for flying training and was well served by rood

and rail links with Sydney and Melbouxne.

S5e In 1940, buildings were constructed fox the establishment of

No. 2 Sexvice Flying Troining School, Cperations continued until 1942 when

the unlt wos replaced by Mo, 5 fdreraft Depot.  Subseguently, No, 60 Reserve
Squadron, No, 61 Resexve Squadwon, No, 2 Communications Flight, No. 5 Operational
Troining Uni¥ and o Caxe ond Maintenonce Unit were formed and loonted at Waggs,

but ull were disbanded before 1946,

64 The R.A.A.Fe Ground Training School, later xenamed R.A.AF. School

of Taechnical Training, was formed at Vagge in 1946 from the disbonded
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No. 1 Engineering School which had been based at Ascot Vale, Victorie, and
where it aspisted in providing the expanded wartime technical training needs
of the R.AAF.

Ts Since 1946, besides being used for R.4.A.F, technical training
purposes, Wagga has been used for notional service training and also basic
recrult training, This latter function has now been transferred to the
RA.AGF. bage ot Edinburgh, South Australia.

8, . Functionsg Viagge is the main ground twaining centre fox the
R.AAGF. and is responsible for training most adult sirmen and apprentices.

The School of Technical Treining provides basic, continuvation and conversion
coursen in the aviation engineering fields of ongines, oixframes, electrios,
electronica, instruments and armament. Mechanical tronspori troining as well
op training in technical administration for engineer officexs is also pxovirled..
Tn addition, courses are conducted in eguipment and clericel work, catering,

N.C.0. supervision and management, and instructional techniques.

9. ReAAJF. Vagga 18 not now an active flying base. However, it is
used occasionally for helicopter training purposes ocnd the Department of Civil

Aviation meintains the airport facilities at the bose for oivilian aix sexrvices.

10, The base establishment at Wagga ix.q June 1969 was 80 officexs,

503 othex wranks and 37 civilians, spread over three wils, viz, Formation
Headquorters, Base Squadron ond the School of Technical Training, At the
same time, there were 515 adult troinees, 459 approntices and 71 trainees

cwaiting courses, roking e total trainee populetion of 1,045.

DL The number of troinees varies from time to time., The 1964 peck

figure wos 1,025, whilst in 1968 it was 1,340, but forecasts indicate that
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the 1968 fijare will be more than meintained dus to the R.AAF.'s expansion
programme woer recent yeers., In this comneotion, wo noted that the sizo of the

R.A.AWF, has increosed from 16,560 in 1964 to 22,700 in Juns 1969,

12, The expansion has made considerable demands on the training
organization and facilities at lapga and this troend is expected to coniinue in
future. Not only will it be necessary to provide specialisod training in the
sklils roquired to maintain the incrensingly complex equipment but also %o
sustain the force at its higher maming levels,

13. Apprenticeship Training The apprenticeship training schenme in
six elootrical and mechenicel engineering trodes is deosigned to provide shilled
tradesrion and ultimetely senior N.C.0.5, Applicents are 15 or 16 yeexs of age
on entry.

Y. Recruits are trained as airfreme, ongine, mechanical transport,
instrument, ermament or electrical fitters. Formal training covers o period
of 2% years and is followed by a further 2% years of field employmont before

apprentices qualify for the R.AMF, Apprenticeship Froficiency Certificate.

5. Aduit Entrant Engineering Trainings Recruits for this scheme are
between 1T and 34 years. After basic recruit troining at Edinbuxgh, South
Australia, they are posted to Wegge foxr o ten weecks trainee mechanics course,
followed by three to six months of specialty twaining, dopending on the irade.
After successful completion of this training, membors are posted to unite for

8ix t0 twelve months on-the-~job trzining ond experience as mochonics, Depending
on the trade, & fuwther four to eight lonths conversion training to o higher trade

level at Wogga follows.



Se

16e This schems has been the R.A.AF.'s main source of trainod technical
aixrmen, ms in rocent yoars it hos provided somo 70% of trained mechanical and

elootrical fitters, compered to 304 from tho approntice schome,

17. Othox Training Cooks, stewards, clorks and stores persormel are
also trained at Waggn, somo returning later for advanced coursos,  Othexr
training inocludes courses for N.C.0.s supervision and manogement, end in

instructional tochniques.

18, Existing Facilitics Ovor reosnt years, morried quarters, o soience
block, an pirmenta kitchon, moss ond rabion store, sleoping quoxrters fox officers,
senior N,C.0.8 and alrmon, amnexe lecture xooms and & ewimming pool have been

conatructed in pormonent matorials at Weggo.

19, Noverthaless, 90% of oll buildings, except merried quarters oxe
World Wor IT etructures elthor in corrugated iron, timber oxr fibro and timber
construotions Some buildings in this oategory, such as the hangars which are
now used for practical technicol instruotion, are still quito sound and will
continue %o serve a useful purpose for many yesrs, Others, and partioularly
those in the domestio ond instruotionel areas; are now wecohing tho end of

thoir useful liven end aroc boooming uneccnomio to meintain.
THE NEED

20, The rebuilding works now proposed ure mainly xequired for domestic
or instructional purposes. The buildiungs which are to be xeplaced wexe all
of temporary construstion when built over 25 yoors ago. They have been well
maintained in the past, but in all cases heve reached the end of thedr econonio

1life and in the view of the Cormittoe should be xeplaced.
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21, After an ingpection of the bose, the Commities found thet thore is
& need for the buildings in this refexence,

22. The proposals submitted to tho Committee on this occosion reprosent
the more immodiate works required over o three to four yoor period to replace
inadequoate and wnsatisfactory focilitios. 7o noted thot additional works will
be necossary subsequently, and that the reference of these proposals to the

Commitioe, if wequired, will occur when tho need arisom.
‘THE_BUILDING PROPOSALS

23. The Committec noted that tho "Scalos ond Standards of Accommodation
for the Sexvices in Peace" heve been adhered to whexe applicaobls,  Outlines of

the building proposals cre given below.

24. Blectricnl Instrument and Aymoment Troining Bullding This two-
storey building of three wings will provide tochnical treining faoilities for
about 500 trainces. Tho northern wing will house the electrical and ingtrunment
flights and will heve controlled onvironmont areas for specicl equipmonta
Blectronic and armement training will be in the southern wing whilat the contie
wing will acoormodate the education section, admirdstrative staff, classroons
ond gtaff GOLIION XOOKG o The links betweon the wings will contein toilets,

ond open areas for use by trainees during breaks in instruction. Provision
for future expansion is to be mado by designing the structure to coxxy one

additional floox,

25. lecture Room Buildings These buildings, sdjocont to hangars,
will comprise & two-storey drawing office block equipped for troining in

engineexing drafting and o single-storey building containing six lecture roous.
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26, Cetering Training Building Trajning facilitios and spoce for

40 cocks and stowards and e staff of ton will be provided in this single-storoy
building, Two fully oquipped kitchens fox practical training, two olassroons,
o dining xoom for 50 persons, ancillory food proparation and storage avens,
tollote, ond lockexr rooms for steff and troinees will be included, An odjocont

fly-soreencd shelter will house ficld cooking training faoilitios,

27, Aamon's Reoroation Contre Beparate provision for 115 corporals,

518 opprenticos and 748 oirmon, together with common trading axens for all
renks is plammed in thie singlo~storoy building, It will have a dry oan’ceen.
and & nmilk and enack bar for uso by all ranke, o tavexrn and mixed lounge fox
airmen ond ajrwomen, and a corporals' olub, Bpace will also bo available for

approved privato trading ooncessiona.

28, Tho building, to be looeted in the community centre, will feature
a céntral courtyard and will be sited so that the milk and snock bors overlook,

and are xoadily scoassible from, tho swimming pool, ’

29. Senior H.C.0.5' Mess snd Kitchen This single~stoxey building of

standard design will provide mess and kitchen facilities for 127 and 151
parsons regpeotively. Reoreation rooms, box, ante room, toilets,stores and

food preparation rooms will also be included.

30, Sonior N.C,0.s' Loundry The building will be o standoxd type
and will cator for tho laundry, drying ond ironing requirements of 108 senior
NoCeQ.m,

31. W.R.AATF. Accommodotion Bloek, Recxention Contre ond Loundry

This building, which is dosigned for easy extension, will accommodatc three

genio? N.C.0.8 in a singlo-storey wing and 64 airwomen in two two-storey wings
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with ablutions and toilet biocks on each floor, H.C.O0.s and cirwomen will
have soparatoe rocreation rooms, and covored ways will encloso private courbyaxds.

A Joundry and drying yard will also be included.

32, Senior Officers' and Female Officors! Accommodation Block This

two~atorey building will eccommodete six male senior officers, one femnle menior
officor and four fomale junior officers. Male ond femnle mections will be

separate, oach with their own ontronce, strircase, toilets ond other facilitioes.

33, Officers' Laundry This stonderd building will have leundry,
drying and ironing facilitics for 61 officers,

34. Mrnon's Acconmodation Block The throo-storey building proposed
is pinilaxr to the otandard guaxters recently constructed at the base and will

provide accormodation for four corporals and 144 airmen,

35. Mymen's Laundry The stendard focilities plamned will meet the

lovndry , érying end ironing necds of 692 aixmen.

36, Drergency Pover House This single~storsy building will house

emexgency genexating plant cnd o small electrical substation,

CONSTRUCTION OF THD PROPCIED BUTLDINGS

37. Siting 4 moster plan for the development of the base has been
agreed jointly by the Depoxtments of Works and Adr, The Commities noted that
the sitings of the individual btnildings in this reference accoxd with the

agreed paster plan end are not likely to prejudice future developmont proposels.

38, The sitos adjoin buildings with similoxr functions end axe convenient
to working ond xvecreation areas. The Committoe consider thet the sites

seleoted are suitable,
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39. Building Vork Conerally, the buildings will be brick with
concrete flcors and insulatod pmotlol roof decking, The acconmodation blocks
ond donestic buildings will bo in load bonring brick consbruction, whilst the
training buildings and the airmen’s recreation centre will be framed in eithor
concrete or steol. Ixtexmal walls gonerally will be face brickwork, with

eluninium fromed windows and timber or aluminium doors.

40. Intornal finishes will bo selectod o 'provido a durable but low
meintenance cost finish, VWhexe cppropriate, internal walls will be face brick.
Elsewhere- thoy will be coment rendcred and painted or have a vinyl finish, '
Walls in the kitchens, toilets and sinilar arecs will be tiled. Cenerally,
vinyl will ba used for floors, bui kitchens, toilets nnd wet exeas will have
cexomic tiles, Ceilings will be nmeinly peinted plaster boord, but clessrooms

and other special training creas will have suspended acoustic tiles,

41. Mochanicel Services Controlled onvironment areas in the electrical
instrument end armament troining bullding will be air oconditioned,  Othex
occupied axeas such as classrooms, workehops, laboratories, dining ond recrom_;ion
areas, and sleeping quarters will be heated for winter comfort,  Kitchons,
dining and onto rooms, recrention rooms and toilets will be mechanically

ventilated end ceiling fans will be installed in messos.

42. Other mochanical mexvices will include kitchen, cool room and laundry
equipmont, rofrigerated vater coolers and gas, compressed air, oxygen ond

vacuun services, at solected points.

43. The emexrgency power house will accommodate a new 250 LV emergency
gonexating sot and two 100 X/ sets to be relocated from the existing power house.

4 500 KVA tronsformer is to be installed in the substation in the new building.
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44. A new undorground high volitage supply to the power house will be
provided and vill be roticulated by two ring meins to the various substotions
on the base., Ixisting substations and wndorground cebling will be modificd
ag necesoery to supply oloctricity to the new mediwn voliage notwork which will

provide normal and emergoncy supply.

45, Provision for new and improved streot and cer pork lighting will
‘bo nedo.
46, . Motor Supply The wetor supply fox the baso is obtained from two

bores on neorby private property ond is pumped to a 150,000 gallon clevated tank
end roticulated as necessary., Two 100,000 pallon ground lovel tanks provide

storoge for fire fighting end other omergencies.

47, As the supply from tho boros is burely adequate for present needs and
to meet inoreemed future requiremunts to 1975, two additionel boxes are to be
installed. The sfornge copacity will be increased to 800,000 gellons by
providing a 150,000 gellon clovated tenk at the southexrn end of the bese and o

new 300,000 gallon ground level storage.

48. Sewerage The mewage treatnent plant at the base is being used to
full capacity and because of its proximity to buildings, problems are being
encounterod with the tronsmission of odours and with flies. This situation
would Lo accentuated by the planned fubure dovoloprient of the base and the

nearby Forest Hill township.

49. It is thereforo ywoposed that ultinatoly all sewage will be ireoted
ot a new plant to be built cbout ono milo north of tho base. This proposcl hes
the conocurrence of the intcrested cuthorities and pr?vision is being mode in
tho design fox the possible futurc requirements of the Kyeambe Shire Couneil

which may use the system on o proportionel payment bosis.
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50. This xeferonce includes tho initial stage of the scheme. Reticulajtion
at the baso will be enlarged as nocessary and a main approximately 7,000 foot

long will be constructed from the base to tho treatment site.

51 “hen the base populetion oxeceds 3,400, all txestment will bo carxlod

out a$ the proposed plant,

52. Fire Protociion Generally, the now buildings will be provided with
thersal fire cloxms, oconnoctod to the control worning systom. An automatic
sprinkler systom will be installed in the olectrical instrumont and cxmement
troining building, excopt in selootod areas where corbon dioxide oxtinguishing
is nooensory.

53 llose reols, fire hydrants ond portable firo oxbtinguishers will be

installed at stratogic poinis.

544 Civil Vorks Road connections to the now bulldings, en assembly
aren, cor pexks, kerbs and guibtors, concrete paths and service yaxds will be

provided os nocessary.

55, Areos in the vicinity of the new buildings will bo grassod and
landscapod.
564 Committee's Conolusion The Committee xecormeond the construction

of the work in this xeforence,

ESTIMATEE OF COST

57 The estimated cost of the work whon reforred to the Coudttee was
85,5 million made up as followa: 8

Building work 2,554,000

Hydraulic sexvices 1,325,000

Eloctrical sexvices 585,000

Mechanical servicos 894,000

Civil works 142,000

5,500,000
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PROGAHE

58, Tho buildings will be programmed for construction progrossively and
it is oxpected that the work will bo completod over a period of threo to
four yoors.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSICHS

594 The swmaxy of recommendations and conclusions of the Committoe ic

sot out below., Alongside each ic shown tho paragraph in the xepoxt to which

it xefers.
Poxagroph -

1. THIRE IS A NEED FOR THE BUILDINGS IN THIS REFERENCE. 21
2, THE SITES SELECTED /TE SUITABLE, 38
3. THE CO{TPTEE RECCRMEND TIIE CONSTRUCPION OF THE WORK

IN THIS REFERENCE. 56
44 THE BSTIMATED COST CF THE WORK VHEN REFERKED TO THE

COMNTTTEE VIAS $5.5 MILLION. ’ 57

Z oo
(F.C. CHANEY)
Chedirman

Parliomontcry Standing Committee on Public Works,
Perlionent House,
CANBERRA,  A.C.T.

16 September 1969.



