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PARLTAMENTARY STAMDING. COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

ADDITIONAL STCREHOUSE BUILDING AT
STORES DEPOT, TOTTENHAM, VICT(RIA

REPORT

On 6 Febxuary 1970, His Exoellsnoy the Govermor-General in Counoil
raferved to the Parliamentary Standing Commibtee on Public Works for investigation
and report to the Parliament the proposel for the construotion of an additionsl
storehouse building at the Stores Depot, Tottenham, Victoris;

The Committee have the honour to report as followa:

THE COMMITTEE!S IHVESTIGATION

1. Written submismions were received from the Departmenta of Supply and
Works and we took evidence fxom reprepentatives of these departments at a public
hes.rh')g in Melbowrne. An inspection was made of the stores dbuildings of the
Départment of Supply in the Melbourne axea, at Brooklyn, Maribyrmong and Tottenham,
as well as of the site for the proposed tuilding at Tottenham, -

THE PROPOSAL
2. The proposal referred o the Committee is for the erection of a eingle
storey storeh building ing 480 £4 by 244 £4 and having a clear inside

height of 20 £+, It also includes an extension of the standaxd gauge railway

spur line to the stoxehouse.

3. The facilities are o be construoted on Commonwealth land as pari of a .
.complex of stores operated by the Depariment of Supply.
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4. The estimated cost of the work when referred to the Committee was
$960,000,
DEP/RTMENT OF SUPPLY STORES IN MELBOURNE

Se The Department of Supply through its S5t and Transport Branoh,

holds materials, machine tools and intermediate and final produots appropriate

t0 its xole in. the provision and manufacture of aivereft amd muitions for the
Services, In its additional role as the central storage authority for the
Commonwealth, it is also responsible for holding stores on deposit f;)r othexr
Comnonwealth departments and authorities and for the operation of disposal ;lepots
for the sale by auction of goods no longer required by the Commonwealth,

6, The Stores and Transport Branch has three stores depots in the Melbourne
area, exclusive of special explopive and chemical storage facilities, The

depots. on Commonwealth land are at Maribyrnong and Tottenham and there is a

thixd depot at Brooklyn, which is xented from the Australien Wool Board. The

three depots have a combined gross storage capacity of about 9.8 million cubio f£i.

Te Stores Depot, Brooklyn The rented bufldings at Brooklyn are of
timber fremed construction with fibro cement sheeted walls, The main items
atored are deparimental strategic stooks of rew rubber and sundvy deposii stooks

held for other departments including papexr énd soientific equipment,

8. Fire protection is limited to hoses and. fire extinguishers and &
thermal alarm system connected to the nearest fire station about four miles away.
The Commonwealth Fire Board hes reoommended that .huildings used for storing rubbexr
have a sprinkler system with double the normél number of ap}'inkler heads,
However, such an instellation at Brooklynis not considered to be economical,

particularly as the buildings ere rented, It is thexefore planned, in the long
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tern, to transfor the stocks of rubber %o be held in Molbowme fo the Tottenham

&epot. Stoxehouses 2 and 3 at Tottonham ave to be provided with the

ded fire protection measures for this purpose.

9. Furthermore, as the storehouses at Brooklyn are only 60 £t apaxt,
they do not comply with the Fire Board's recommendations for a minimum clearance
of 100 £+ betweon individual buildings and 150 £t between cach group of three
buildings.

10, Stores Depot, Tottonham The Stores Depot at Tottenham, which

ocoupies 52 acres of Commonwealth-cwned land some six miles west of the city, is
being doveloped as the main Dopartment of Supply storage centre in the Melbowrne

erca, Existing stornge accommodation comprises. seven large storehousocs and ten

small Nissen huts with a total gross storege capacity of about 2,7 million oubic £t

Some 20 to 30 public auctions of goods and vohicles are conducted at the depot
oach year. The Depertment of Supply's Heavy Transport Depot' is located neexby

at the corner of Ballarat Road end Ashley Street.

11, The depot is merved by both brood and standard rail spur lines and is
the point of receipt and movement by zail to the Manitions Filling Factory at
St. Marys, New South Wales, of ommunition components produced by the nearby
Depertment of Supply factories ot Maribyrnong end Footscray. It is also the
point of despatoh of Army combat xations and othex food supplies to Sydnoy and

Brisbane.

12, Some 4,000 tons of ammunition componente and 3,400 tons of corbat
rations and food supplics are despatohed cach year by standard gauge rall from
the depot, Exieting storage and pletform space is inadequate and we saw

evidence that this has forced tho Depavtment to adopt unsatisfactory storage
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practices such as stacking in aisles, We noted also that there is a need for
additional storage and platform space to provide the minimum cepacity that
might be required in an emergoncy.

13. Zotal Storage Reguivement Of the 9,8 million oubic £4 of gross
storage capacity available et the throe Melbourne depots, only 500,000 cubic £t
or about 5% is at present unoccupied.

14. As 8 result of a detallod departmontal survey of stored material end
future requivemonts of storage, it is expected that there #will be a need for an
additional 5% to 10% of‘ ppace over and above that ourrently availsblo, in the

next tex:x yoars, This forecast tgkeo account of the continued introduction of

modern storage aids and practicos such as pallets and pallet racking.

15 Tho conclusion drawn from the assessment is that if the Commonwealth
is to vacate the stores at Brooklyn, the space nceds to be duplicated elsewhore

and some provision made for futuxe reguivements,

16, The basis for the current proposal is therefore the provision of a
gtorehouse at Tottenham which will, in effect, replace the unsatisfactory
accommodation at Brooklyn and augment the rail facilities thewe, ' The lend
available at Tottenham would permit o fuxther building to be erected in the future
if the need arises,

THE

17, Apaxrt from the direot saving in rental of $53,200 per annum if the
Commonwealth vacatos the Brooklyn stores, we noted that economies in the
employment of staff, administration, transport co‘sts and runhing expenses, are

expected to save around $62,000 per annum,



5
18. The Commfttoe were informed that laock of secuxity of tenure of

rented space is o sorious drawbaclk of the Brooklyn premises.

19, It was clear thet, Brooklyn stores are poorly cunstéuoted, are
ansatisfactory for the application of modern storage methods and although well
naintained were only tempoxary whon built almost 30 years ago, We can well

understand the apprehension of the C 1th Fire Boaxd at tho fire xisk

assooiated with the continued stornge there of valuable Commonwealth property.

20, The other important factor giving risc to tho current proposal is the
inadequaoy of the railway transport facilities. at Tottcnha;xl, including storage
and platform space and the need tor' improve this situation, It is relevant that
Brooklyn is not sexved by rail.

21, For these reasons, the Committee ooncluded that

- there is o noed for a nev major storehouse in the Melbouxrne
area served by rail transport facilities, toc replace the

rented stores at Booklyn; and

-~ the Tottenhem storos depot is & sulteble locction for the

orection of the new stoxehouse.
THE STTB
22, The Department of Supply stoxes at Tottenham adjoin the R.AJAF.
Stores Depot, road access being from the north from Boechley Street, Rail

access is by meons of & spur line from. the main Melbourne/Sydney standard gauge:

line and the Viotorian broad gauge line whioch rm{ along the southern boundaxy.

23. The site for the proposed new stoxchouse is ot the western end of the
axea adjacent to stores 2 and 3. Space for o future additional. store

is resexved adjoining the western boundary fenoe.
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DESIGK
24, The_Requiremont In gencral toxms, the vequirement is for a

storehouso with a £loor area of some 117,000 sg. £1 and a cublo content of

2,34 million ouwbic £t, A tuilding of these dimenaions will Iprwide 600,000
cubic £4 less than is available at Brooklyn but will be designed to allow maximum
use of its total capacity and the implomentation of modern storage techniques,
including pallets, pallet racking, container plelets; containers and special
purpose fork 1ift trucks, By comparison, the Brooklyn etores are not well

designed from e storage viowpoint and do not permit the efficient use of space.

25, The proposed building, becouse of its better design, will not only
xeplace’ the Brooklyn premises but uiso provide the additional storage required
at the Tottenham rail tverminal.

26. Outline  The new mtorehouse will measure 480 £t by 244 £t with o
clear hedght under tho xoof trusses of 20 £ft. The long exin of the building
xuns north and south. The covewed platform at the southorn end will bo 16 £t wide

with theo xoof extending over the rail track nearest the platform,

27, Internally, colusms will be minimisod consistent with economical
oconstruotion, for effioient storage. Naotural light and ventiletion will be
provided by franslucent ponels and exhoust ventflators in the xoof. Inlet
ventilators will be in the wollg, ‘Vehicular entrances will be provided in both

ond and side wells and personnel dooxs adjacent to the main dooxs in the side walls,

CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIALS

28, Foundations to walls and colums will be rcinforced concrete strip and
spread footings respectivoly, boering direstly on rock or onfirm olay. The floox
will be & reinforced concrete slob on compacted £ill, designed to. take fork ift

and transport vehicle loadings.
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29, The x»oof will be galvanised stecl ribbed decking on steel purlins
supported on tubular stoel xoof trusses framed into steel stanchions for optimun
economy of structuze, External wells will be galvanised metal sheeting over a
brick dodo wall 7 £+ high,

30. The store office will bo lined with plaster board ebove the exiernal
briok dedo wall and partitions will be glazed sbove 3 ft, The brick partition
walls to tollets and locker xooms will be finished with tiles and struck
brickwork rospectively, Ceilings will be plaster board,

3. The Conmittee wore told that it was proposed that the vehicle access
doors in the end and side walls be 14 £+ high, Whilet cn entrance this high
would admit most loads, thexe could bo difficultics with w.or-size or unusually
high loads. As highem dooxways up to 18 £t cs.m be provided at no extra

cont, we recommend that this cowrse of action he followad.

ENGINEFRING SERVICES

32, Roade ond Earthworks The oxisting roade in the depot axe to be
oxtended to provide all-round accoss to the new store and the railwuy siding.

Nature strips, islands ond othor areas affected by esxrtl ks will be g d

33. Blectrioal Sexvices The existing retioulation within the depot

will be oxtended to the new building, Intermally, services will include powex
outlets and fluorcscent lighting. Ixtornally, quartz iodide security lighting
will be provided,

34. Hydrawlic Sorvices Water ond sevexage services will be extensions
of the oxisting maing, An improved wator supply for fire fighiing purposes is
to be provided by new 9 in, and 6 in, supply mains and a 6 in, ring main around
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the building, 4 ground level reinforeced concrete storage tank of 150,000 gallons
capacity is to be constructed for additional water storage for fire fighting
purposes, This watoxr will be pumped by two diesel olectric pumps of 3,000 ga.llons‘
por minute combined capaocity whioh will be located in a brick pwmp house u.djnceht
to the storage tank,

354 Fire Protection To comply with the requirements of the Commonwealth

Fire Boaxd, a sprinkler system is to be installed with dvenchors dividing the
store into three equal parts, Othor fire protection devices will include smoke
curtoins, eutomatic heat and smoke ventilation, menual fire alarms and an

indicator board in the guerdhouse and external hydrunts' on the ring main,

36, Badlway The extension of the 4 £t 8% in, standard gauge spue
railway line to the covered loading platfoxm at the southern end of the new store

will acocord with. the requirements of the Vietorion Reilways Departmont,

37. The Comnlttee examined ths possibility of extending the broad gauge
spur line to fhe new storehouse snd were told that at this stage there wouvld be
no uge forr such a line because the traffic from it is almost entirely to

Now South Wales on the stenderd gauge line,

38. Wa noted, however, that in an emergency a broad gavge extension to

the new buildiry could be an advantage, On enquiry we found that at an extra cosl'b‘
of $15,000 provision could bhe made now so that the broad gauge connection could.

be built at short notice should the need orise, To construet the complete

broad gauge extension now would cost a total of $45,000.

39. The Commiltee recommend. that at an estimated extra cost of §15,000
the current proposal should include the work required to facilitate the provision

later of a broad gauge rajl connection to the new storehouse.
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40, Committee's Recommendation Subject to the othex xwcommendations

in this report, the Committoe recommend the constrvotion of the work in this

referonce,
ESTIMATE OF COST
41e The estimated cost of the work when referred to the Committee was
$960,000 as follows:
$
Building works 498,000
Engineering end other services 462,000
960,000
PROGRAMME

42, The Committee noted that afier an approval to proceed is given,
six months will be required to complete contract 4 s, invite tend

and let a contract. Consiruction of the work ia expected to then ocoupy

nine months,
RECOMVENDATIQNS AND CONCIUSIONS

43. The summary of recommendations end conclumions of the Committee is
set out below, Alongside each is shown the parugraph in the report to which

it refers.

, ' Pararraph
1. THERE 18 A NEED FOR A NEW MAJOR STOREHCUSE IN THE
MELBOURNE AREA SFRVED BY RAIL TRANSPORTATION

FACILITIES. : 21

2, THE TOITENHAM STCORES DEPOI' IS A SUITABIE 1.OCATION FCR'

TIE FRECTION OF THE NEW STOREIIOUSE.. 21
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Parapraph

3. THE HEIGHT OF THI VENICLE ACCESS DOORWAYS SHOULD

BE 18 FT, 31
4. THE CURRENT PROPOSAL SHOULD INCIUDE THE WORK

REQUIRED TO FACILITATE ViR PROVISION OF A EROAD

GAUGE RAT), CONNECTION TO' THE WEW STOREHOUSE. THE

EXTRA COST IS ESTIMATED AT $15,000. 39
54 SUBJECT TO THE OPHFR RECOMMRIDATIONS IN THIS RRPCRT,

THE COMMITTES RECOMMIND THE CONSTRUCTION OF THR

WORK IN THIS RFFFRENCE. 40
6. THE ESVINATED COST OF IE WORK VIJFW WEFFRRED TO'

THE COMUITTEE WAS $960,000, . 41

(c.%

Chairmen,

Parliamentery Standing Commititee on Public Works,
Parliament House,
CANRFRRA,  A.C.T,

12 HMarch 1970,



