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PARLTAMENTARY STANDING CCRMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKE

STORES COMPIEX FOR
2 BASE MEDICAL AND DENTAL EQUIPHENT DEPOT
RANDWICK, NEW SOUTH WALES

REPORT

On 27 Febzuary 1970, His Excellency the Govexnor~Genmersl in Counoil
referred to the Parlismentary Standing Committee on Public Works for investigoiion
and veport to the Parliament the proposel to construct a stores couplex fox
2 Base Medical and Dental Equipment Depot at Randwiok, New South Vales,

The Committee have the honour to report as follows:
TEE COMMITIEB'S TNVESTIGATION

1. The Committee received written submissions and drawings fron the
Departnents of the Army and Works and took evidence from their representatives
at a public hoaring in Canberra. Ve inspected the existing facilities at

Heffxon Park, Maroubra and the proposed sites for the buildings at Randwick,

THE REFERENCE

2. The proposal referred to the Conmittee involves the comstruction of a.
main store with an attached guard house, an administration and amenitics building,
an inflammable liquids and goses store and P.A.B.X. and incinerator duildings,

3. The estinated cost of the work when referred to the Committee was
$2 miliion,
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2 _BASE MEDICAL AND DENTALL EQUIPHMENT DEPOR

4. Punctions 2 Bago Medical and Dental Equipment Depot is an Awmy unit
xesponsible for the receipt, storage, maintenance, accounting and issue of medical
and dental stores and equipment. It sexvices R.A.N. establishoents in New South
Wales and Fapua and New Guinea, H.M.A. ships refitting in Sydney, units of the
AR.A.y CMP,, Arny Cadots and R,ALAWF, bases in New South Wales, Australien
Capital Texrritory, Northexn Toxxitory and Melaysia, as well as Australlan units

in South Vietnan and Arny Heedquarters resorves.

5. It is also responsible for receipt, olassification, disposal and repair
of supplies returned by units and because of its proximity Yo mamufacturcrs and
suppliers many of whon sre loceted in the Sydney arvea, it often acts as a
distributor for similar depots in Brisbene, Melbourne and Porth, Its dispensary
-providos o presoription service fox all Sexvice persomel in the Sydney

netropoliton axea.

6. Sexvices Stockholding Policy Medical end dental stores stookholding
polioy for the three services is the responsibility of the Army. Stores are held
at presoribed levels to cover current requirements, re-supply periods and emergency

and mobilisation roserves.

Te The variety of iters held, possible variations in polency and stringent
storage requirenments of some dxugs, require close control. Moxeover, the
Connittee wore told it has been found that civilian suppliers depend on a quick
turnover of drugs and other medical items, and thexefore generally hold only
small reserves which ore then unable to cope with sudden demands. The outcome
is that the Services have found that they must maintain stocks for sudden

opexational demonds and be prepared to supplement oivilian stocks in an emexgenoy.
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THE NEED

8, 2 Base Medical and Dental Pquipnent Depot is currently accommodated in
tenporary Woxld war II structures which forn paxt of a complex. of storehouses
ocoupied by seversl Commonweallh depariments at Heffron Park, Marovbra. The
stores axe on State~owned land taken over by the Commomwealth during the war under
National Security legislation. The formal agreement for oceupancy of the land
torminated in Decomber 1969 but occupancy is being allowed by the Now South Voles
Government to 31 CGotober 1971.

9, The Committee xeported to the Parliament in 1966 and 1969 xespectively
on proposals designed to facilitate the removal of the activities of two of the
Connonwealth departments from Heffron Park, viz, the recently completed migrant
hostel at Randwick and Departuent of Supply stores at St, Marys, Botany and
Waterloo, which are now under construction. In the latter report, we urged the
Government ‘o apply itself quickly to the task of relocating also storage fox
the Commonwealth Archives Office., The prosent reference is concerned with
providing replacement accommodation foxr the other remsining oceupant of Heffron
Park, the Depertment of tho Army.,

10.. The Committee are agreed that therc is a need to relocate 2 Base Medical
and Dental Equipment Depot.

THE STIE
1. The Commonwealth owng a 200 acre section of land at Randwick which,
on the eastern side is occupied by the new migrant hostel, on the western side
by the Army ond between them by o Navy stores area. The Awxmy portion is
approxiuately 69 acres and is bounded on the north and west by Bundock and

Avooa Streets and on the south by residences facing Holmes Stxeet, The
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Departmen:t of Civil Aviation and the Australian Services Canteen Organisation
have pernissive ocoupancy of small areas in the south and southewest of the
Aroy's land,

12, The site hag a vacent ares on which fubure development is planned for
Army units providing functional suppoxt for the 150 or more wnits in Sydney,
not including the Iiverpool area, Tne Committee were to0ld thaot the inolusion
of 2 Base Medical and Dental Equipment Depot in this complex is consistent with
the mester plan and will facilitate the depot itself receiving the support it
requires, including barracks, messes, amenities and odditional transport.

13, Fron the viewpolnt of medical and dental stores, the sife is wel_l
placed as it is close to nanufacturcrs and supplicrs. I is well sexrved by
intrastate, intorstate and overseas civil and sexvice trensport facilities and
is suitably located in xelation to the principal users of the depot, including

Naval provisioning and other shoxe depots, Being within & militexy aren

containing othor stores installations, separate security will be reduced

and ag it is only two miles from the present depot, loss of trained civilion
staff is thought unlikely.

4. We were informed that thexe is o genernl shortage of Army accommodation
in Sydney and that no altemative storehouse space is availsble,

5. The Cormittee concluded that the site selected is suitoble.
THE PROPOSED BUILDINGS

16, Site Layout The buildings will be sited between the established axea
nainly oonfined to the northern end of the site and the Austrelian Services
Canteen Organisation acoomnodetion to the south. The adninistrative bullding
will front Avoce Street, being flanked by the inflarmable liquids and gases stoxe
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at the southorn end and the P.A.B.X, building to the north. The main store vwith
the incinerator building to the south of it will bo located bebind the

adninistrative building. An entrance road will bo constructed fron Avoca Streetb.

17, The layout of the buildings and the land available will permit a najoxr

oxtension of the main store if necessary in the future.

18, Design Features The Comnittoe were told thet in determining the
requirenents and designing the complex cnd particularly the main store, methods
employed by other armed forces, civilion suppliors and qualified authorities have
been studied, Tt is congidexed that the plans make economical use of the site
and funds, provide a rational ond effiocient grouping of functions and nllow for

the presexvation and security of drugs and othoxr stores.

19, The nain store will have a bulk storage aren of some 45,000 sq. £t and

a seni-bulk and detail binning area of approximately 19,000 sq. £,  Supporting
facilities will include receipt, packaging, despatch and bulk monufacturing arcas.
Seourity measures will be incoxporated in the building of the store with special

provision for drug storage and handling.

20, The cdninistrative building will provide offices, iyping and nachine roons,
& dispensaxy, staff anenity oreas, o Q store and asscciated filing, storage and

axchives space,

21. Special Requirements The Committee were told that appraximaiely

55% of the itens %o be stored in the depot will require controlled storage
conditions and os these items are fairly evenly distributed through the whole
range, segregotion from others would pose serious loyout and functional problems

and would' result in inflexible and wnecononic operation.
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22. Accordingly, ond based on seientific studies which have indicated. the
necessary conditions for long texn storage of such items without significant
detexioration, it is planned that the entire semi-bulk and detail binning area
will be conditioned %o o temperaturo of 20°C 4 3°C and o xelative hunidity of
40p.  An adjacent 1,000 cubic £t cool xoom for products requiring storage
tonperatures between 2°6 and 10°C and o cobinet refrigerated to below minus 10%
will alao be provided., Four vefrigexated cabinets will also be inetolled in the
despatch area,

CONSTRUCTION

23. Construction and Finishes The main store will be o rectangular building

neasweing almost 389 £t by 240 £4. IExternal walls will be cast in situ off-forn
reinforced conorete, Intornolly, they will be hollow precast concrete blocks.
The fire wall surroun@ing tho bulk store will have the cavities filled with concrete
Floors will be concrete and the steel roof deck will be carriod on trusses
supported on steel colwms. Netursl light will enter from translucent pancls

in xoof monitors, which will also permit ventilation and sumocke exhaust in the
event of fire. A lorge roof light will also be provided above the traffic aren.
Insulated metal ceilings will be used in the serd-bulk/detail binning orea and in
office and similor space, For seourity purposes, the drug voult and tho secure
working areo will be covored by a concrete slab. Vhere necossery, walls will be
sprayed with a hard, durable coating. IFloors gencrally will be finished with
granolithic except for the bulk manufacture aree and offices which will haove

vinyl covering and the toilet, which will be cexranic. tiled.

24, The adrministrotion and amenities building will have off-form concrete
walls externally and precast conorete blocks internslly., Demountable veneered

partitions will alsc be used, The floor will be econcrete and the stoel xoof
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dock will be placed on trusses spanning botween the external walls und
supporting the insnlated metal ceilings. Windows will have anodised sluninium
frames ond will be sun soreened. on the northorn and westexrn sides, Internally,
nasonry walls will have o sprayed hard plastic coating and floors will be covered
with vinyl except for the tollet ond the entry, which will be cercmic tiled.

25, The inflaminble liguids ond gases store will have two compartments with

ent:

sep flooxs will ensure thet spilt or burning liquids
are rctoined within the building. The roof will have smoke vents. %¥alls will
be off-form in situ concrete, floors will be conerete and fire doors and o steel
roof deck will be provided. To meot fire regulations, the budilding will be 50 £t

avey from other structures,

26, The P.A.B.X, building, housing the nain folephone switchbonrd for the
whole of the Army's area at Randwick will include telephonists! amenitios.
External walls will be off~foxm concrete and internal walls concxete block. The
roof will be insuloted stecl deck supported on steel purlins, Ceilings will be
acoustic plaster end windows will havoe anodised alwiniwm frames. VWalls
including those rendered in the equipment roon will have a hard, durcble spray
finish, Flooxs gencrally, will be covered with vinyl and in the toilet,ceramic
tiled,

27.. Tho incinexstor will have off-forn in situ concrete walls, a concrete

floox ond: o cteel xoof deck.

28. Mechanical Sexvices In the store, the detail binning seotion, the

security work aren ond the drug vault will be air conditioned whilst the dbulk
nonufacture and checking, packing and despatoh arcas will be mechaniozlly

ventilated. Space heating will be provided in other ocoupied areas.
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29, A power driven belt conveyor connecting the detnoil binning end despetch
areas will be installed., A vacuun tube conveyor will link the stoxe with the
odninistration building. A 1,000 cubic £t capaciiy cold zoon and five rofrigerated
cobinets will be provided. Compressed air will be retioulated as required.

30, The maohine, typing and confexence roons and the adjocent 0.C.'s office
in the administrative building vwill be oir conditioned as will the P.A.B.X. building.

Other occupled oress will be soxved by o space heating and ventilotion systen.

3. Hot water xeticulation and refrigerated drinking water wnits will be
provided throughout the buildings as required.

32. Two incinerators, designed fox compliance with the New South ¥ales Cleen
Adx Act, will be installed, One will bwrn genercl wostes and the other will be

used for the supervised dostruction of drugs and like naterials.

33, Bydraulic Sorvices Vater supply, scwerage and stormweter drainage
will be connected fo existing street mains, A secondaxy water supply for fire
fighting purposes, which will alsu provide sufficient reserve storege for fubure
buildings, will be provided in a 100,000 gallon ground level tenk, This supply

will be pumped by duplioate booster puips.

34, Electrical Services Bleotriocity is ot presont drawn through & Sydney

County Council substation which will be retnined., Three new substations will
be established to distribute an augnented supply to the store complex and the
adjoining scrvice premises. Roticulation within the area will be by an 11 kV

underground ring main cable..

35. Extoxnel lighting will include street and seourity illurination,
Intexnally, lighting will be gonerally {luorescent, General purpose power
outlets and power to mechanical equiprent. will be provided es requived and public

address facilities will be installed in each building,
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36, Civil Viorks A bituninous sealed, kerbed and guttexed road,

capable of future extension to the xemninder of the site, will be constructod
fron Avoca Street to the bulldings. Sealed parking ereas and a concrete access

way to the incinerators will be provided,

37. Firc Protection sutomatic detection systens will be instelled

throughout except in the madn store which will have en autometic sprinkler
systom, A master fixe alarm boord will be locoted in the guard housc.

38, Hose xcels, hydrants, portoble fire ox¥inguishers and push-button alaxns
will bo positioned both internally and extornally and a foam point will be
aveilable adjacent to the inflammable liquids and gases storo.

39. Committee 's Conolusion The Comiiftee xecomnend the construction of

the work in this reference.
ESTDUTE (8 COST'

40. The estimnted cost of the work when refexrred to the Committee was
$2 nillion made up as follows:

$
Building woz':ks and internal engincering sexvices 1,630,000
BExtornal engineering services 370,000
2,000,000
PROCRAE

41, The Comnittee were told thet beocause of the requirement to vacate Hoffron
Paxk by 31 October 1971, the Government hos. already approved the preparation of
finnl dosigns ond tonder  docunments. It is oxpected that documentetion will be
oonplete shoxrtly and that oonstruotion time will be one yeaxr fron. the date a
oontract is lot,
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QIS CONCLUSEC

42, The sumexy of rcoommondetions ond conclusions of the Committee is met

out below, Alongside each ie shovn the h in the report to which it
refers. Paragraph
3. TEEHE Is A.MED TO RELOCATE 2 BASE. MEDICAL AND DENTAL

TQUIFMENT DEPOY. ' 10
2, THE SITE SELRECTED IS SUINABLE, 15
3. THE' COMMITTER RECOMUEND THE CONSTRUCPION OF THE WORK

I THIS RH’ERERICE‘. 39
4. THE ESTIMATED COST' OF THE WORX "IHEN REFERRED TO THE

CORMITIEE VAS $2 MILLICON. 40

(C.R, KELLY) -
Chaiymen

Parlianentary Standing Committee on Public Varks,
Parlianent House,
CANBERRA, AJC.T.

7 April 1970.



