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1. On 27 April 1972, the Committee was appointed by resolution of the House
of Representatives to inquire into and report on:

(a) the main causes of the present high level of the road toll in Australia;
(b) the most effective means of achieving greater road safety in Australia;
(c) the particuar aspects of the problem to which those concerned with road

safety could most advantageously direct their efforts; and
(d) the economic cost to the community of road accidents in Australia in

terms of—
(i) material damage;
(ii) loss of man hours and earning capacity; and

(iii) cost of treatment of accident victims.

2. The Committee held its first meeting on 16 May 1972, and since then has
met on eleven occasions, ten of which were for public hearings. The Committee
has heard evidence from thirty-seven witnesses, taken almost 1,600 pages of
evidence, and received many exhibits. Around one hundred and twenty sub-
missions have been received^and approximately forty individuals and organisations
have indicated that they wish to present written evidence to the Committee.

3. In view of the volume of evidence already received by the Committee and in
the knowledge that a great deal more will be received, the Committee will
be unable to complete its Inquiry prior to the dissolution of the House of
Representatives.

4. Information so far received by the Committee indicates that the problem of
road accidents is a very complex one, demanding an extensive, probing inquiry
before any considered recommendations can be made.

5. It is recommended that the Committee be reconstituted in the new Parliament.
It is further recommended that the new Parliament give its new Committee power
to consider and make use of the records of the present Committee in order to
carry forward and ultimately to report on the work carried out during the present
session.

E. M. C. Fox
Chairman
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