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ING COMMITTER OX C ¥

POST OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING,
BATHURST, NEW SOUTH VWALES.

R ORT

0n 23 June 1972 His Excellency the Governor-General in
Counocil referred to the Parliamentary Standing Oommittee on Publie
Works for investigation and report to .Parliuant, the proposal to
srect a Post Offlce and Administrative Building at Bathurst, New
South Wales.

The co;:mitteo have the honour to report as follows:
' 7B REFRENCE
1. The proposal referred to the comtfoo is for the ersotion
of a building é‘onpriaing a basement, ground and three upper floors
on & site in Howiok Strest to provide space for a post office, and
office sccommodation for the Australisn Post 0ffice and other

Comnwoalﬂ: departments in Bathurst.

2. The estimated oost of the work in the reference is $1,5M,
'S INVEST: ,
2 The Committee received written submissions and drawings

from the Australian Post 0ffice and the Departments of the Interior
and Works and took evidence from their representatives at a public -
hearing in Sydney on 24 July 1972, We later inspected the site
proposed for the btuilding and premises currently oooupied by the
Australian Post: Office and Commonwealth departments in Bathurst.

by The Comzittee's procesdings will be published in printed

forn as minutes of evidenoce,
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POSTAL AND OTHER COMMONWEALTH OFPICES IN BATHURST

Se Bathurat Post Office Besides being the postal centre
of the city, Bathurst Post Office is the mail distribution point for
26 post offices in the surrounding area., Its postal and mail
handling activities are conducted in Commonwealth owned sections of
the Supreme Court complex of buildings which were conpleted in 1880
and are regarded ss being of major historical importance. They have
baen classified by the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) Vul‘
Category 'A' - premervation regarded as sssential to the heritage of
the State,

6o The Fost 0ffice also maintains three other district groups
in Bathurst under the direction of the District Postal Manaeger,
Divisional Engineer and District Telephoné Manager.

7e District Postal Manager The District Postal Manager

and staff are also located in a section of the Supreme Courf complex,
being in the area previously accommodating the telephone exchange
prior to its relocation in Howiock Street., His office administers
postal a.c'hiwr'itieu within the Bathurst postal district.

8. Divisional Engineep The Divisional Engineer is
responsible for communications engineering scitivities within Bathurat
and the surrounding dis’crigt. His staff include professional,
technioal, drafting and clerical officers, They are ourrently housed
in leased accommodation in the Bathurat Civie Centre near the Post

Office,

9, Diat: Te, e a The Distriot Telephone
Manager's office is also accommodated in the Bathurst Civio Centre.
This group provides customer sales and service facilities covering
the full range of telecommunications equipment available to the

publio..



-3-

It also provides operator itraining for and supervision over manual
trunk systems and enquiry centres throughout the Bathurst district.

10. Other Cogmonwealth Administrations The Commonwealth

currently leases 1,800 square feet of office space in Bathurst for
the Department of Labour and National Service, the Electoral 0ffice
and the Federal Member for Macquarie. Furthermore it is proposed that
the Departments of Social Services, Health, Housing and Taxation
will soon establish offices in Bathurst,

THE _NEED
11, The Committee were told that postal and mail handling
aotiﬁties and their administation are being conducted with
diffioculty within the 1880 buildings. Although the position was eased
following the reomoval of telephone sxchange facilities to Howick
Strest, subsequent expansion of services to meet the City's growing
needs has resulted in considerazble congestion, particularly during
peak periods, in the public space, mail room, letter delivery and
mail contractors' sreas. As a result, operations are conducted at
times under considerable difficulties and with inconvenience to the
public, There is also an attendant inefficiency axising from
fraguentation of staff and faclilities throughout the building and the
laok of sdequate vehiole mocess for receiving and deapatohing meil.

12. The space in the 1830 building ocoupied by the Distriot
Telephone Manager's offios, whilst adequate in ares, is sub-standaxd.
Two important factors have limited the exteat to which it has been
posaible to modify facilities in the 1880 bullding to maet growth
ahd demand for services, Firatly any major alterations or extensions
to the buildings would have hed & detrimental effeot on the
arahitegtural and historical value of the pre-Federation ocomplex,
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Secondly any extensive alterations would have requirsd nmejor and
costly structural changes.

13. It is expected that the leased accommodmtion in the
Bathurst Civic Qenire will soon be inadequate to meet Post Office
nesds, Gonditions are becoming orowded and the Post Office expects
that by 1973 severe overcrowding will ocour to & point where
conditions will be sub~standard. No relief of these conditions can
be provided within the Civic Centre and further, it is understood
that the accommodation now occuplied by the Post O0ffice will soon be

required by the City Council for its own needs.

14, In addition the leased office space ocoupied by the
Commonwealth is not of a satiefactory standard and is too emall for
the needs of the occupying departments, Furthermore thexe is a
coming need to provide office space for the Departments of Social
Services, Health, Housiug and Taxation.

15« |  The insdequancies of the present accommodation in Bathurst
to effectively fulfil Commonwealth needs. were confirmed during the
Oommittes's viwit to Bathurst. Consequently the Commitiee find.that
there is a need for new and additional accommodation im Bathurat for
postal and other Commonwsalth purposes,

THE PROPOSAL
16, The proposal is to ereot a post office and administrative
bullding comprising a basement, ground and three hppor floors to
provide about 41,800 square feet of net useable space which is
sxpected to mest growth reguirements up to 1930, Nxpansion beyond
1990 could be met by the addition of two floors to the building and
this has been allowed for in the building design.
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17 Iocation The site in Howick Street is owned by the
Commonwealth and is close to the commercial centre of the oity. It
appears to be tioll placed to meet community rieeds for postal, mail
handling and other Commonwealth services. 'An automatic: telephone
exchange is srected on the rear of the site but there is suffioient
land to o;co‘c t'ho proposed building and for on-site facilities.

18. The Conimitiee agree that the mite for the proposed tuilding
is suitsble.

19, Ogcupancies ¥ost of the basement will be used to park
official vehicles based on the building. Areas for bioycles and
scooters and some plant facilities will also be located at this

level.

20, The gz_'ound floor will contain the post office and mail
handling and associated func'cioha. Public sp‘a.oo‘ will be large enough
for counter services and also for promotional and educational
dieplsys'. Direoct access will be available to the mailroom to
facilitate loading and unloading.

2l. The first floor will acoommodate the Distriot Telephone
Manager's office, the Ausiralian Postal Inatitute, a lunch room and
conference facilitles. A telecommunication-and eales information
centre will be established on this '1’100:‘ for the purposes of asales

promotion and customer advisory services,

22 On the mecond floor, accommodation will be provided for the
Divisionsl Engineer and the Distriot Postal Manager and their '
respective staffs.

23 The third floor is to be leased by the Department of the
Interior to provide space for the Federal Parliamentary Member, the
Commonwealth Departments of Labour and National Service, Social Sexvioes,
Health, Housing, Taxation, the Blectoral 0ffice and conference
faollitien.
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24, 1% was decided to lease accommodation in the proposed
building for these miscellaneous Commonwealth offices rather than
seek space elsewhere because it was caloulated that the cost of
occupying Commonwealth owned space would be substantially cheaper
than rented premises, Furthermore, there is not emough suitable
privately-owned space in Bé_thurst to meet the Commonwealth's
expanding necds. Weo were told that the only privately-owned space

of & suitable standard available for leasing would cost about 50 cents
per sguare foot per snnum more: than the cost .of ogoupying the third
floor in the proposed Post Office building.

25, The Committee wore llluro(i that the bulk™® accommodation in the
proposed building would be satisfaotory for subdivision as required,

the building amenities would be suitable and that no security problens
to elther the tenantsor the Post Office should arise, The Committes
therefore agree that :Lt.is appropriate to plan for the ocoupation

of a floor in the proposed bu:(lding by Commonwealth depariments.

26, A plant room at »oof level will contain the air conditioning

plant, various items of mechanical equipment and the lift motor room.

27 On site parking spaces will be provided for mail contractors'
vehicles, 'engineering service vehicles, official visitors and some
limited mtaff parking, In oconneotion with staff parking it was noted
that the site is conveniently located near two areas reserved for

public parking develomments, .

28, Faocilities to be provided within the building will com‘ply
with the relevant logisla:bicn.‘ the amenities code and to normali
standaxds adopted by the Post 0ffice. Group amenities, such as a
lunch room and reoreation ares, are to be provided for the needs of

the proposed oooupant;.
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CONSTRUGTION

29, Site The site: covers about 4 of an acre and has a
frontage to Howick Street on the north east, Buildings immediately
adjecent are the Technical College and the Presbyterian Church.
Vehioular access will be provided from Howick Street and will link
with an existing loop eround the telephone exchangs from the lane

at the rear of the site.

30, Building Design The site is a piominent one in the
City and consequently the building slevations have been designed
to reflect this factor. Whilst the" building will ocoupy virtually
all of the site frontage it will be set back 10 feet from the
boundary so. as to preserve existing trees. In designing the building,
attention has been given to providing at ground floor level a
covered public area for weather protection to'drop boxes, private
mail boxes and telephone cubicles and access to the post office
public space, The three upper office floors have been designed to
provide open flexible use space with a minimum of internal columns..
Toilets, fire stairs, lift shafte and lobbies have been grouped in
& sorvice core at the eastemn end of the building and a seocond fire
stairway 4is to be provided a‘t the opposite end, Plant sexrvices and
the lift core have been designed so as to require a minimum of

disruption vhen additional floors are added.

31, Sopstruotion The building is to bo constructed of
reinforced conorete and will featurs modular pra-cast conorete panels
to achieve a high standard textured finish. To limit glave, direct
summer sun penetration and hest gain, a system of pre-~cast concrete
external sun louvres will be used in conjunotion with double glased
windows, The building will be temporarily roofed with steel deoking

over the proposed fourth floor congrete slab,
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32, Interpal Yinishes The ground floor post office srea
will feature sheet vinyl flooring, modular demountable partitions
where required and a suspended acoustic tiled ceiling., Finishes

in the office areas will include carpet, demountable partitions and
a modular suspended acoustic tiled ceiling, Finishes in recreation

and ablution areas will be appropriate to funoction,

33. Moghanical Services .=  The building is to be air
conditioned, The system will be supplemented by mechanical
ventilation in plant rooms, utility areas etc, Other services will

‘include domestic hot water supply, a pneumatic tube system, drinking

water coolers, hot water urns and stovettes in amenities rooms.

34, Electrical Services & substation will be installed in
the basement to serve both the existing telephone exchange building
and the post office building, Fluorescent lighting will be installed
generally throughout the building in accordance with S.A.A. lighting
code standards. Emergency battery opesrated lighting will be @*”;
provided in stair wells and external security lights will be installed.
Provision will be made for installation of power and telephone 'linu
in the Post Office and office floors.

35 Litte Initially a single automatic passenger 1ift will
be installed but space is being allowed for a second 1ift to be
provided when the two additional floors ars com'amotod.

36, mnmm. Water lupp];, sewerage and stormwater
lines will be connected to nearby Counocil um.

37 Iixe Protection An automstic fire sprinkler system will
be installed in the basement car park and bicycle store. A thermal
fire alarm system will be provided on the ground and upper floors and.
in the oquiplont. areas of the plant roonm.
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The alarm system will be linked to the Bathurst Fire Station. Fire

hoss reels and hand extinguishers will be provided on each floor.

38, Ihe Qompittee's Copolusion The Committeq recommend the
construction of the work in this reference.’

ESTIMATE OF CO

39. The estimated cost of the work when referred to the
Comnittee was $1.5K as follows:

Building Works 1,05M.
Engineexring Services . Q.45M
$1.5 ¥
FROGRAMMB
ko, The Committee weres told that after approvel to proceed is

given, preparation of working drawings and contract documents is

expected to take up to 7 montha.
i, . Construction is expscted to take 20 months from the time .
& contract is let.
RECOMYENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS
42, The summary of the recommendations and conclusions of the

Committee is set out below, Alongside each item is shown the
paragraph in the report to which it refers.

1, THERE IS A NEED FOR NEW AND ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPH
ACCOMMODATION IN BATHURST FOR POSTAL AND
OTHER COMMONWEALTH PURPOSES. 15

2. THE SITE FOR THE PROPOSED BUILDING IS
SUITABLE, 18

3. IT IS APFROPRIATE TO PLAN FOR THE
OCCUPATION OF A FLOOR IN THE PROPOSED
BUILDING BY' COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENTS. 25
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4. THE COMMLTTEZ RECOMMEND THE CONSIRUCTION
OF THE WORK IN THIS REFERRNCE.

5. THE ESTIMATED COST QP THE WORK WHEN.
REPERRED 70 THE COMMITYEE WAS $1.5H.

s~

(C.R. Xelly)

Parliamsntary Standing Committes on Public Works,
Parlismsnt House,
Canberra, A.C.T.

7 August 1972.
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