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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

DEVELDPMENT OF ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE BASE,
EQINBURGH, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

REPORT

By resalution on 2 June 1977, the House of Representatives referred
to the Parlismentary Stending Committse on Public Works for investigation and
report to the Parliament the proposal for the development of the Royal
Australian Air Force Base, Edinburgh, South Australia.

The Committee has the honour to report as followss

THE _REFERENCE

1, The proposed devslopment includes the provision of new buildings,
modifications and additions to existing buildings and all associated engineasring
services to provide living and working accommodation for No. 92 Wing which
includes Nos 10 and 11 Squadrons, No. 492(Meintenance)Squadron and the Maritime
Analysis and Training Squeadron. Tha development will alse provide for the
Aircraft Raesearch and Development Unit which recently moved from Laverton,
victoria. Other support facilitiss including a physical Pitness centre,
running transport section and barracks tradesmen's workshop will service all
ReAAF . personnsl at the base, Provision of extensive aircraft pavements

and taxiways together with associated airfield drainage and lighting is also
proposed.

2. A complete fira detection and protection system will be providsd
where necessary. An additional watsr reticulation service to supplement the
existing service and ensure adequate supply in the event of fire will be
provided. A central emergency powsr house will be provided to conform to the
standards and reguirements for power supplies on R.A.A.F. basea in the event
of power failurs.

3. The estimated cost of the worke when referred to the Committes was
$17.4 million.
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THE COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATION

e ey A

4. The Committee received written submissions from the Departments of
Defance end Construction, Hooker-Rex Estates South Australia, The Corporation

of the €ity of Selisbury, The Corporatiocn of the City of Elizabeth and the

South Australian Gliding Asscciation and took evidence from their reprasentatives
at a public hearing at R.A.A.F. Base,Edinburgh on 14 July 1977.

Se Prior to the public hearing, the Committee inspected the existing
facilities which are to be uppraded and the proposed sites for new facilitiss
at R.A.A.F. Base, Ediburgh.

6. The Committes's procsadings will be printed as Minutes of Evidsnce.
This document will incorporate. all the submissions put before the Committea.
Detailed information relating to proposed structures, external and internal
finishes, electrical, engineering and civil works may be found in the
Department of Construction's submission together with associated drawings.

BACKGROUND
7. History The site of R.A.A.F. Basse, Edinburgh was originally

daveloped during World War II as a cordite factory and the facilitiss uere
subsequently used by tha lWeapons Research Establishment (WRE) under the Joint
Project Memorandum of Arrangemsnts to govern the operation of the long range
weapong project.

8. Edinburgh field, which was officially opensed on 22 March 1954 by

His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, was esteblished to provide for the
WRE air support for the research and development program. This was suppiied
by the R.A.A.F. which was alsoc responsible for providing domestic accommodation,
stores, maintenance ssrvices and airfield menagement. In January 1955
Hsadquarters R.A.A.F Edinburgh and Base Squadron Edinburgh were formed to
perform those functions,

9. In February 1968, following a decision to relocate No. 1l Squadron
(Orion P3B aircraft) at Edinburgh, the airfield and associated facilities passed
to full R.A.A.F. control.

10. Role and Organisation Orgenisational changes which were completad
in mid-1977 have made Edinburgh the home base of the new R.A.A.F. maritime wing.
The formation of the maritime wing resulted from a decision, announced by the
fMinister for Defence in May 1975, to re-equip No, 10 Squadron with P3C Oricn
aircraft and relocate it from Townsville to Edinburgh. The collocation of the
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tuo maritime squadrons, both equipped with Orion aircraft, and ths formation
of a meritime wing will provide the most effective use of maintenance, spares,
manpower and training resources.

11. The roles of the units located at Edinburgh ares

Heedquartere R.A.A.F. Edinburgh The function of Heedquerters
R.A.A.F. Edinburgh is to exercise ovarall command and control
of all R.A.A.F. units on the basa.

Baso Sguadzon Edinburgh The base sguadron provides base
services such as accommodation, accounting, air traffic control
and equipment. supply.

No. 92 Wing Headquarters No. 92 Wing was formed at Edinbuzgh
an 1 July 1977. Its rols is to exercise command and control
over the various olements of the mesritime wing: No, 10 Squadron,
Mo, 1Ll Squadron, Mo, 492(Maintenaence)Squedron and the Maritime
Analysls and Training Squadren.

No, 10 Squadron No. 10 Squadron is a maritime squadron
and has been based at Townsvills, Queensland sinca 1549.

It is now in process of phasing out its SP2H Neptune aircraft.
Concurrently with the phasing out of the. Neptunes, thes move

of the squadron from Townsville to Edinburgh has started and
will be completed in January 1978. The squadron hsadquarters
transferred to Edinburgh on 1 July 1977. At Edinburgh, during
the pericd from March to October 1978, No. 10 Squadron will
re-equip with ten new P3C Orion aircraft.

No. 11 Squadron No. 1l Squadron is a maritime squadron
equipped with Orion P3B aircraft and has been based at Edinburgh
since its transfer from R.A.A.F., Base, Richmond, N.S.W. in

June 1968.

o, 492 (Maintenancs) Sguadron No. 492 (Maintenance) Squadron

formed. at Edinburgh on 1 3July 1977 to undertake aircraft
maintenance for the flying squadrons of the maritime wing and
training of ground crew in meintenance procedures for P38 and
P3C aircraft.



= Qfaritime Analysis and Training Squadron The Maritime Analysis
and Training Squadron formed at Edinburgh on 1 January 1977.

This unit is responsible for undertaking sortis analysis for all
P38 and PIC opsrations and conversion/continuation training
for these aircraft.

- Aireraft Research and Development Unit The Aircraft Research
and Development. Unit (ARDU) moved to Edinburgh from R.A.A.F.
Base, Laverton, Victoria on 13 Decembsr 1976. Its role is to
conduct ressarch, experimental and development work, calibration
of navigation aids at R.A.A.F. bases, trisls and defect
investigations to mest R.A.A.F. needs for aircraft, weapons and
ground. equipment,  Normally, allotted to ARDU are sbout 20
aircraft of various types including Mirags, Macehi, CT4 and
Iroquois to carry out ite role. Howsver, personnel, aircraft
and specialissed squipment are dstached to othsr R.A.A.F. units
as necessary.

THE _NEED
12. Exigting Facilities There arse very few purpose designed permanent

buildings at Edinburgh. Most domestic and administrative accommodation is in
converted cordite factory buildings, whilet the majority of technical facilities

were not built to permanent stendards. With ths expanding role of the base,

brought about by the formation of No. 92 Wing Headquarters, No. 492 (Meintenace)
Squadron and the Maritime Analysis and Training Squadron; and by the relocationof the
Aircraft Research and Development Unit end No. 10 Squadron, thers is a need for
larger fecilities as well as the replacement or improvement of thoss which ars
unsatisfactory.

13. The etandard of most converted domestic accommodation is poor. Roome
are inconvenient in layout and in larger buildings particularly, receive limited
natural light and ventilation. Dver the past ten years, cracking has revealed
that original foundations were not suited to local soil conditions. One
building has been condemned and others are approaching that stags.

14, Operational, maintenance and training facilities generally require
upgrading and extending to meet the expanded role of the bass. These
requirements are slaborated upon in the following sections of this report.

4.



15, Committee's Conclusion There is & need to extend and upgrada

existing living and working sccommodation end to provide new living and
working sccemmedation to cater for the expanded role of R.A.A.F. Bese, Edinburgh,

THE SITE

16. The baso occupies spproximately 820 hectares of a large complex
which was originally developed as a World War II cordite factory. The
remaining arsa is currantly shared by the Weapons Ressarch Establishment and
the Army. It is located to tha wast o?'the City of Elizabsth, to tha north
of the City of Salisbury and is approximately 25 km north of Adelaide.

17. The site is flat with a very gentle slope from the north-sast to the
south-wesat. The soil is red expansive clay to a depth of at least 5 metres.
The domestic area is well scresnad with established eucalypts and a dense grove
of pine and eucelypt troes separates the airfisld zone which is paved and
aqrassed.

18, Committes's Conclusion The site can cater for the expanded
role of R.A.A.F. Base, Edinburgh.

THE PROPOSED WORKS

19, Site Planning Tha zoning of facilities and detailed disposition
of the various components will accord with the overall base development as
propossd for the airfield and domestic areas. A Master Plan has recently been
prepared by the Departments of Defence and Construction. This layout describes
the overall site planning with existing facilities to be retainad, new and
extended facilities and future zones for redevelopment or extsnsion clearly
definad.

20. Tha siting of the current proposals has been determined by the

nature and location of existing facilities to be retained and utilised and

also by the availability of suitab%s building sites in ecceptable areas for

new development.

21, The domestic facilities will be located in their zone and will be
sited to provide convenient access to existing facilities,

22. The working facilities for 92 Wing Headquarters including No. 10
and No. 11 Squadron staff and crew rooms together with the 92 Wing Training
Centre will be grouped in the centrally placed securs area.

S.



23, The airfield ares with existing major hangar buildings and adjecent
apron and pavemant arsss will bs developed with working accommodaticn and
technical facilities to service and support the operational and meintenance
squadron aircraft activities.

24, The central emergency power house will be located to suit ths
existing inteke station location and distribution of ring main cables servicing
the total base arsa.

25, A new base entry access road will be formed to provide more dirasct
access to the airfield aroa snabling the eirfield traffic to by-pass and minimise
intrusions on the domestic zona,

26. The proposed works fall into. three main categoriass

= provision of neu facilities to meet new commitments;

- eoxtension or upgrading of existing facilities to meet
existing and increased commitments;

- replacement of existing facilitiss uwhich are of unsatisfactory
temporary stendard and in some ceses also inadegquate in size.

27, The dovelopment comprises 34 sepsrate items. These have baen
combined into two stages as follouws.

STAGE 1

28. Enginesring Services and Site Works (Phase 1) In addition to
engineering services and site works directly related to individusl projects and
included in their scope, there is a need for general improvements to a number
of services to permit them to cater for the overall increasse in commitmente of
the base. Improvemants will be provided o roadworks and car parks,

electric power reticulation and' external lighting, water supply, external. Pire
services and eecurity fencing. (Phase 2 will be provided for in Stage 2)

29. Upgrading Hanger 592 including Tailgate Hangar 592 has had little
use 1n recent years andy; for eafety rsasons, has besn stripped of all slectric
power and fire installations. With the transfar of 10 Squadron it will be
necessary to use this hangar for Orion eircraft. The hangar has a slightly
lowar door opening than other hangars gnd will not admit the tall-fin of an
Orion aircraft.

30. It is proposed to instal a tail-gate to the main hangar doors to

allow complete entry of these aircraft. The annexes ars required to support

Orion aircraft maintenance activities,and improvements to these arsas, mainly

ta‘imptaﬁe fire ratings, are necessary to meke them suitable for that function.
6.



3. Elactric Powsr Supply to Arrestor Barriers Aircraft arrestor
barriers are aﬁ important safety requiremsnt for ARDU operationa. The barriers
are an R.A.A.F. supply item and this proposal involves the reticulation of powsr
to the sites on the runuay ends.

32. Compass_Swing Bay A compass suing area is required for the
calibration of aircreft compasses. The prasent site will become part of the
extended aircraft apron, A new compass suwing site is to be provided clear of
other eircraft opsrations and of megnetic disturbances.

33. Aviation Gasoline (AUGAS) Storags Facility and Improved Fuel
Farm Access At present there are no servicesbls storage facilities at
Edinburgh for avietion gasolina (AVUGAS). Howsver, tuo aircraft types on the
ARDU inventory and some transit aircraft use AVGAS. To meet that need a
22700. litre storage and dispensing facility is propossd.

34.. Present access from the aircraft apron by R.A.A.F. refuelling tankers
to the fuel storage facilities requires a return trip of over 3 kms., By the
provision of limited roadworks and the relocation. of some dispensing facilitiss,
this movement will be reduced to approximately 500 metres.

35. Safety Equipment Section  The pressnt safety squipmsnt section is
located in a hangar annex. 1ts size and standard do not mest present day
requirements. The hangar annex is planned to support aircraft maintenance
operations.

36. Accommodation is to be provided in. a new building comprising facilitiss
for parachute laundry and drying, maintenance and repair of flying equipment,
storage rooms, offlice and amenitiss.

37. No, 92 Wing Training Centre Currently, sircrew maritime and
continuation training is carried out in building 427 and the training of ground
crew personnel is undertaken in the adjacent building 424. Much. of the training
involves the use of mock-ups and training aide which are bulky and must be

housed in rooms devoted to their particular rols.

38, As some of the equipment fitted to the P3C is differsnt from that
in the P38 there is a need for additional rooms to date the ir d
training nesds. in addition, the newly formed Maritime Analysis and Training
Squadron neede accommodation to house its administration, course planning
activities and records.




19, A new purposa deaigned building is required to meet future commitmants.
This will be sited close to buildings 424 and 427 which are now used for this
purposa.  Minor modifications are proposed in thess two buildings.

40. Maintenance Squadron Headquarters Maintenance Squadron Headquarters
ia nhow accommodated in part of building 506 which is an old temporary structure.

A new purpose designed building, to be sited in a better location, is required.
The existing temporary accommodation will bs demolished.

4l. Wing Headquarters/10 Squedron Hsadquarters No. 11 Squadron

Headquarters currantly occupies slightly over half of building 423. The
remainder of ths building, previcusly vecant, is available to provide part of
the. accommodation needed for 92 Wing Headquarters and 10 Squadron Headquertera.
To meet the full accommadation requirements the building will be extendsd.

42, No. 10 Squadron Crew Room Building 426, a former change and
ablution facility had previously been converted, with few modifications, to a
creu room for 11 Squedron end has proved suitable for this purpose. Tha
edjacent building, No. 425, is of identical plan and is currently used as s
gymnasium. The twe form a group with building 423 uwhich is to become the
headquarters faor 92 Wing,10 Squadron and 1l Squadron.

43, The proposal is to convert building 425 to a crew room for 10 Squadron
and to build a purpose-dssigned phyeical fitnass centre at a more suitable
location.

44, Barracks Tradssmen's Workshop Barracke tradeamsn at prasant
operate from a number of buildings scattared throughout the domastic srea of
the bass. The buildings are of temporary standard and generally have become
available for their preaané‘rols bacauss they have been condemnad as sleeping
accommodation. The scattered locatione preclude adequate supervision and lead
to inefficliency.

45, The proposal is to provide workshop. facilities and material storage
for carpenters, elsctriciasns, plumbers end surface finishers. The project will
represent Stage 1 of a planned barracks section complex, the remainder of which
is outside the time scals of proposals in this submission. The existing
buildings will be. demolishad.



46, Ground Equipmant Meintenance Flight and Airfisid Support Vehicles
Meintenance Facility The collocation of 10 and 11 Squadrons supported by a
meintenence equadron, plus the location of ARDU at R.A.A.F. Edinburgh will
general a much greater demend for the maintenance of aircraft ground support
equipment and vehiclas. The present facility in building 517 has insufficient
spece and will bs used for flyawsy kit and equipment storage.

a7, It is propoged to construct a proper facility of approximately
zuqu2 to house equipment servicing facilities, workshops, administrative areas
and amenities.

48, Extensiong to Enging Build-up Section The Engine Build-up

Section is housed in building 508. It is generally suitable for its present
role but lacks sufficient space for the rebuilding and storage of the additional
engines necessary to support the operations of a further squadron. It is
proposed to extend the building by about 180m2.

49, Maintenance Squadron Flight Line Building At present, flight
1line facilities are located in a hangar annex. The area. available is limited
and is not well located in relation to this role. This area is nou required
to house facilities in direct support of aircraft meintenance within the hangar.

§0. The construction of a new flight line building, overlooking the apron
arsa enabling oversighting of all aircraft movements is required.

51, Main Apron and Trangport Aircrafi Apron Extensions Existing
aircraft apron fecilities at Edinburgh are insufficient in area ta accommodate
aircraft of 10 Squadron, 1l Squedron and ARDU, plus other visiting aircraft.

52, The following improvements are required:
~ axtend the main apron by approximately 40000m
and instel an alpcraft wash facility and tie-doun paints;
2

2

- extend the air movements apron by approximately 5600m
to sccommodate thres Hercules C130 eircraft;

-~ construct @ second access taxiway to permit a flou-thraugh
pattern of eircraft movements on the main spron.

53, Car Park Technical Area Some of the areas planned for building
construction are currently used for car parking. These parking areas will be

lost when the building program commences. A new car park is to be developed
adjacent to the technical area.



54, Engine Run-up Fecility and Stop Butt Stringent maintenance
procedures require aircraft and engines to be periodically tested. A Tun=up
and test facility is required to meet these objectives. In. the absance of

any fecility at Edinburgh, engine running is normally conducted on ths eircraft
apron for installed engines and at a convenient location with tis~down facilitics
for stend-mounted angines. This ectivity produces high noise levels.

55. Due to ths high risk of demage to eircraft under tow, end of dust
ingress to stand-mounted engines, a proper run-up facility, to be sited as
close as practicable to aprons and engine workshops, is required, It is
proposed to construct a run-up facility at a location convenient to the apron.
This will have baye for eircraft and for stend-mounted engines. It will also
incorporate a stop butt for the test firing of aircraft-mounted guns. It is
to be designed to provide effective reduction of noise in surrounding areas.

56. Naintenance Squadron Hangars Because space has been readily
available in the past, the annexes to hangars 594 and 595 have housed many
activities not directly sesociated with the aircraft. maintenance in those hangars.
However, with the incressed activities at Edinburgh, hengar annex space is
required to revert to its proper role.

57, This proposal will provide for the modification and upgrading of the
hangar annexes to fit them for their role in direct support of aircraft
maintenance. The activities currently conducted in these areas will be
accommodated elsswhers. Fire protection in hangars 593, 594 and 595 will be
upgraded.

58, Paint Shop and Fibreglsss Section The present paint shop is a very
small building and a large percentage of painting must be done. outdoors or in,
hangars or other buildings. Thess arrangements are most. unsatisfactory,

59, The existing fibreglass section occupies a room in a hangar annex

but it lacks an extraction system capable of removing the noxious fumes

arising from the fibregless repair process end is not large encugh for the
expandad commitments, The proposel is to build a new paint and fibraglass section
which will incorporate current standards.

60. Compilation, Mission Support and Inteqration Treining Facility A
compilation, mission support and integration training facility is being manufact-
ured. under contract and will be provided through the supply vote. This proposal
will provide a concrete base and reasonable weather protection for these cabins.

10.



STAGE 2

61, Enginearing Servicaes and Site Works (Phasg 2)
62. Soncbuoy Storags _and Praparation Buiﬁding A new typs of soncbuoy

launcher to be used includes en explesive component when assembled for launch.
The launcher must be prepared in a special building which is at a safe distance
from other facilities, Construction of a new building properly located in
relation to other buildings and to the ordnance loading apron is proposed.

63, Meintenance Sguadron Armament Section Extensions The presant
armement section occuples the southern annex of hangar 595 but in ite expanded
role requires additicnal spaca. It is proposed ta sxtend the annex to the
south to double the present. area.

64. Flyaway Kit and Equipment Storagg Currantly, flysway kit and
squipment are stored in the annexss of hangar 595 which will be required to
support airoraft meintenance operations. The total storage area required is
IZUDmZ‘ and it is proposed to utilise tuo existing buildings for the purpose,
viz, 517 (a Bellman hangar) and 518 (a store shad).

65. Ordnance Loading Apron There is no ordnance loading apron as such
at Edinburgh but a former WRE concrete apron is usad for the purposs. However,
as this apron is capable of handling only one aircraft at a time and has no
taxi-through capability, aircraft must be manosuvred and turned on the amall
apron. Extension of this Pacility is proposed to give the. capacity to

handls two aireraft simultaneously end to provide a taxi-through capsbility.

66, Physical Fitness Centre and Squash Courts The present gymnasium
at Edinburgh is in building No. 425, a former change room. It is located some
distance away from the major user (RTU) and is inadequate in size for its
present role. It is to be converted to a crew room for 10 Squadron.

67. A physical fitness centre designed to accord with the current scals
of entitlement for a major training establishment is necessary to the fulfilment
of the rols of a base such as Edinbuzrgh. It is proposed to construct a new
physical fitness centre at a more central site in the domestic area.

68. The base at present has one squash court in a converted former pump
room. This building has been subject to structural cracking due to soil and
foundation problems and must be replaced. Under current scales the base is

1l.



entitled to six squash courts, It is proposed, ‘at this stage, to provide three
new courts as part of the physical fitness centre,

69, em (Synthatic Training) Maintenance Facility Ths compilation,
mission support and integration end training (CIME) facility is being manufactured
under contract end will be contained in a complex of cebing which will be housed
in the CMI training facility. To support the operations carried out in the
cabine there is a reguirement for a meintenance facility, plus amsnitiss for
maintenance and user personnel.

0. Maintenance Sguadren Ground Support Equipment Shelters  Sheltsrs
are required to protect aircraft ground support equipment from the usather.

A building, previously used for this purpose, was demolished for safety reassons.
Tuc carport-type shelters are required.

1, Maintenance Squadron Avionics Section and Precision Measuring
Equipment Lshboratory The present avionics section is housed in two temporary
buildings which are toc small for current commitments. As the slectronic
equipment fitted to the new Orion P3C will differ from that for the current P38,
considerable additional space will be nesded, At prssent, Edinburgh doss nof
have a precision measuring equipment laboratory {PMEL). Bscause the requirsments
for controlled environment for the PMEL and the avionics section are similar,
conatruction of a combined PNEL/avinnir:s sectlion is proposed. The temporary
buildings now in use will be demolished,

2. Improvements to Officers' Quarters Junior officers' guarters
and some of those for senior officers are without wash basins in bedrooms.

In the senior officers! sccommodation block, which was converted from another
role, some of the internal partitioning is not firg-rated. It is planned to
correct the above deficiency.

73, Running Transport Section The prasent limited accommodation for
the running transport section is in a converted coal bunker. It is inadequate
and unsuitable for present commitments and the pasition will worsen with planned'
vehicle increases. A new running transport section is reguirsd to accommodate
facilities for administration, vehicle parking and servicing.

4. Central Emsrgsncy Power House and Elsctrical Works At present,
R.A.A.F. Edinburgh is dependent upon electrical power reticulated through WRE
area and no smergency power is available. The base also lacks a ring main
gystem to provide alternative routing of powsr in the event of an internal mains
failure. The construction of a central emergency power house and the instal-
lation of a ring main system to serve the technical ares is required to overcome

these shortcomings. 12.



5. Contral Battery Section The present central battery section is
housed in a temporary structure: end does not have the space to cops uith the
increesed workload that will result from additional base commitments. Futurae
requirements can only be met by the construction of a standard R.A.A.F. battery
section. UWhen this is completed, the existing makeshift facility will be
demolished.

76, Accommodation for WRAAF Accommodation for WRAAF corporals. and
airuwomsn ies currently in a converted cordite factory building, This accommodation
suffers from poor lighting and ventilation and the building is cracking due to
unsuitable foundations for the soil conditions. Recently completed malntenance
works have rendersd the building safe for occupation until new WRAAF accommodation
cen be built. Howsver, the Committee considers the building to be substandard

for use as permanent living accommodation and 1t should be put to soms other use
uhen the new WRAAF accommodation. is completed.

. It was propoaed to construct a three-storey block containing 24
bedrooms in the form of six four-bedroom units sach sharing common ablution
facilities. The design of the building was identical to new accommodation for
corporals and airmen now being constructed at R.A.A.F. Edinburgh. The

Committae inspected a newly completed 24-man block and found it to be quite satis-
factory butnoted that it provided only ons common room for the 24 perscns to

ba accommodated.

78, It is considered that the proposed building is less desirable
than the new type of living sccommodation recently rscommended by the
Committes for construction at R.A.A.F. Base Point Cook and for the Army at
Randwick. Those proposals wers agread to on the basis of a common entry/
living area to each four bedroom unit.

79. The Committes considers that it would be a retrograde step to

revert to a lesser standard of accommodation merely to conform with the new
nsacby’ dation for porals and airmen.

80. The Committee recommends that the accommodation for 24 WRAAF personnal

be. redesigned to provida a common entry/ﬁiving‘araa for each four~bedroom unit.
1t is understood that the cost can be contained within that sstimated for the
propoged building and within the new "design to cost target" system.

8l. It was also proposed that a small edjacent recreation and common

room be provided for WRAAFs both living in and living out. Following examination
by the Committee, it was discovered that this wes to bse a assparate building of
approximately 60 m‘2 adjacent to ths proposed: l1iving accommodation.

13,



§2. The Committee has considered the further evidence given at the

hearing relating to this proposal and the foregoing rscommendation that a common
entry/iiving area be provided for each four-bedroom unit. The Committes recommends
that the requirement for this separate facility be re-examined and that the

policy of providing WRAAF recreation buildings separate from airmen/eirwomen’s
recreation centres be reviswed in the light of the nsw type living accommodation

to be provided for the WRAAF in futurs.

83. The Committes is critical that more information was not provided
in the departmental submissions regarding this proposal.

84. Construction and Dasign Aa previously mentianed in paragraph 6
of this report, more detailed design information regarding the proposed works
may be found in the Dspartment of Construction's submission which will be
incorpaorated in the Minutes of Evidenca..

85, Tha deaign of domestic end recreaticnal facilities Palls within the
prescribed standards for the Defence Forces. All facilitiss have bsen designed
after close consultati;n between the Departments of Dafence and Construction.
The resulting designs meet the reguirements adequately and sconomically.

86. The noise exposure forecast has been taken into account in the
design of facilities in this reference. Buildings will be designed and
constructed to reducs extarnal noise intrusion to a satisfactary level.

a7, Committee's Conclusion The Committee rscommends

- the construction of the work in this refersnce with the
exclusion of the separate WRAAF recreation and common room;

- that the living accommodation for 24 WRAAF be redssigned to
provide a cammon antry/liuing area for each four bedroom unit;

- that the requiremsnt for the ssparate WRAAF recreation and
common room be re-sxamined;

- that the policy of providing WRAAF recreation buildings
separate from airmen/airvomen's recreation centres be
revieuwed in the light. of the new type of living accommodation
which will be provided for tha WRAAF in future.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

LU L LD LS UL T U )

B8, The location at Edinburgh of No. 92 Maritime Wing end the Aircraft
R end Development Unit has associated with it two aspects of environmentel
considerations

~ that associated with aircraft activity; and
- that associated with the proposed facilities.

89, A noise exposure forecast has been prepared which has been used by
the South Australian State Planning Authority to prevent land, near but outside
the bass, subject to high aircraft noise lsvels, being used for residential
purposes. In February 1877, a hearing took place to consider appeels lodged

by land dsvelopers against the decision., The determination handed down on

10 May 1977 found thet some: of the land in gquestion is unsuitable for residential
development but, on the svidence, the Plenning Appsal Board could not find that
the remeinder was unsuiteble. for thst purposs.

90. The Department of Environment, Housing and Community Development has
revisusd the facilitiss proposals and has advised that an environmentael impact
statement nead not be producsd provided that the work proceeds without radical
chaenge to the master plan. Neither the constructlion activities nor the
facilities themsslves are considered to create any significent. environmental
problems.

ESTIMATE OF COST

9l1. The estimated cost of the work in this reference et April 1977 prices
is $17.4 million made up as follows:

Stage 1 Stage 2 Total
Building work $2 710 000. $2 913 000 $5 623 000
Hydraulic services $770 000 $250 000 41 020 000
Civic services $4 875 000 $970 o000 $5 845 000
Machanical gervices $1 035 000 $1 292 000 $2 327 000
Electrical services $1 110 000 41 475 000 $2 585 000
Total $10 500° 000 $6 900 000 4 $17 400 000
PROGRAM
92, Cebinet Decision No. 2012 of 9 December 1976 agreed to debeiled design

and documentation of the works. in this refersnce proceeding concurrently with
arrangements for the Public Works Committes hearing.
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93. Stage 1 works will be included in the 1977/78 Neuw Works Program
for authorisation in 1977/78, Construction is to be arranged in a sequential
manner to achiesve completion by early 1879,

94, Stage 2 works will be included in the 1978/%9 New Yorks Progrem for
authorisation in 1976/79. Construction is to bs arvanged in a eequentisl
manner to achieve completion by mid=-1980.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

o———eis s R Do

95. Submiseions were received fraom Hooker Rex Estates and the Corporation
af the City of Salisbury suggesting that ths main north/%nuth runway be relocated
to & north-east/south-uest alignment to enable further residential subdivisicns
to the south of the base which are now within the 30 NEF zone to proceed.

A case was made that the main runway at Adelaide Airport is on a north-sast/
south-west alignment and that the prevailing winds in the Adelaide area

favoured teke-offs and landings on this alignment. "

96, The Department of Defence in reply stated that ths existing main
runuay presented the R.A.A.F. with no operational problems and the existing
grass runway which is on the norhh-east/%nuth—meat alignment is sufficient to
cater for any contingenciss that may arise.

97, However, the Committee sought an assurance, uhich was given, that the
proposed development would not precluds any future decision to construct a main
runway on a north—east/%nuth-wsst alignment either on ths site of the existing
grass runway or on a site to the west of the main north/houth Tunway.

RECOMMENDATIONS: AND CONCLUSIONS

98, The summary of recommendations and conclusions of thea Committee is
set out below. Alongside each is shown the paragraph in the report to which
it refers.

Paragraph

1. THERE IS A NEED TO EXTEND AND UPGRADE EXISTING LIVING

AND WORKING ACCOMMODATION AND TO PROVIDE NEW LIVING

AND' WORKING ACCOMMODATION TO CATER FOR THE EXPANDED

ROLE OF R.A.A.F. BASE, EDINBURGH. 15
2. THE SITE CAN' CATER FOR THE EXPANDED ROLE OF R.A.A.F.

BASE, EDINBURGH. 18
3. THE COMMITTVEE RECOMMENDS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORK

IN THIS REFERENCE WITH THE EXCLUSION OF THE SEPARATE

WRAAF RECREATION. AND COMMON ROOM. a7
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Paragraph

4. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE LIVING ACCOMMCDATION

FOR 24 URAAF BE REDESIGNED TO PROVIDE. A COMMON ENTRY/

LIVING AREA FOR EACH FOUR BEDRODM UNIT. . a7
Ba THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE

SEPARATE WRAAF RECREATION AND COMMON RDBM BE RE-EXAMINED. a7

6. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE POLICY OF PROVIDING
URAAF RECREATION BUILDINGS SEPARATE FROM AIRMEN/AIRUOMEN'S
RECREATION CENTRES BE REVIEWED IN LIGHT OF THE NEW TYPE OF
LIVING ACCOMMODATION WHICH WILL BE PROVIDED FOR THE WRAAF

IN FUTURE, a7
7 THE ESTIMATED COST OF THE WORK WHEN REFERRED T8 THE'
COMMITTEE WAS $17.4 MILLION (AT APRIL 1977 PRICES).. 91

(C.R. KELLY)
Lhairman

Parliamsntary Standing Committes on Public Works,
Parliament Housa,
CANBERRA,

8 August 1977.
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