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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON_BUBLIC WORKS

—_—— D e e R T DAL WURBRS

DEVELOPMENT OF HEADQUARTERS OPERATIONAL COMMAND
R.A.A.F, GLENBROOK, N.S.UW.

REPORT

By resolution on 8 September 1977, the House of Representatives
referred to the Parliamsntary Standing Committse on Public Works for
investigation end report to the Parliament the proposal for the development
of Headquarters Operational Command R.A.A.F. Glenbrook, N.S.U.

The Committee has the honour to report as follous:

JHE REFERENCE

2. The proposed development includes the provision of & combined
equipment barracks store complex and transport compound; a unit headquarters
and medical/ﬁentsl centre; a command headquarters; senior N.C.O.s',
airments and airwomen's accommodation and messing and recreation facilitises;
renovation of an existing building for officers' mess and gquarters;

anvillary buildings and civil enginesring works including roads, car parks
and external services.

2. The estimated cost of the work when referred to the Committee was
$8.3 million at June 1977 prices.

THE COMMITTEE!S INVESTIGATION

3. The Committes received written submissions From the Departmsnts of
Defence and Construction and took evidence. from their representatives at a
public hearing at R.A.A.F. Glenbrook on 17 October 1977.

4. A written submigssion was received from the Slue Mountaing City
Council,
S. Prier to the public hearing, the Committee inspected the. existing

facilities at R.A.A.F. Glenbrook and Penrith and the proposed sites for new
facilities at R.A.A.F. Glenbrook.

6. The Committes's proceedings will be printed as Minutes of Evidence.



BACKGROUND

7. History The history of Headquarters Operational Command began
with the formation of Eastern Area Headquarters at Edgecliff, Sydney in ﬁay
1942,  The function of this Area Headquerters was to administer all R.A.A.F.
opsrationel units within the general area betwsen the Murray River and the
Tropic of Capricorn.

8. In 1949, the Lapstons Hotel was acquired for $130 D00 for use as

a headquarters building for £astern Area. This hotgl was a two~storisd
U-ghaped building of 57 bedrooms together with dining and kitchen facilities,
located on 12 ha at Lapstons Hill, Glenbrook, which is on the Great Western
Highway about B8 km west of Penrith, N.S5.W. In eddition, there were a number
of outbuildings plus sporting and recreational facilities availabls. In all,
there were approximately 3720 square metras of floor space available.

9. Betwsen 1949 and 1954 additional land was acquired near the headquarters
at Glenbrook to provide sites for married quarters, so that the total area
now occupied is about 27 ha.

10. Eastern Area Headquarters was reformed as Headquarters, Home Command
in Sgptember 1953, This change from e regional to a functional basis of
commend substantially incressed the responsibilities of the headquarters

and necessitated a significant increass in staff. As it was not then
practicable to extend quickly domestic accemmodation at the headquarters,

the R.A.A.F, reoccupied a former munitions hostel on a 3.6 ha site in
Panrith which had been used during the wer as a WRAAF training depot and
subsequently as & barracks for N,S5,W. Police cadets. Reoccupation of the
Penrith Barracks took place in March 1954. Home Command Headquarters became
Headquarters Operational Command in September 1959.

11, In eddition to the total of 27 he at Glenbrook and the 3.6 he site
at Penrith, radio recelving and transmitting stations connsctad with the
headquarters are located on about 123 ha at 8ringelly and on 63 ha at
Londonderry which are 23 and 16 km respectively from Glenbrook.

12, Role The Ehief of the Air Staff exercises control over R.A.A.F. units
in Australia and its Territories through two commends, Opsrational Command
which containe all operstional units (except thoss averseas) and Support
Command, comprising all supply, training, maintenance and administrative units
which back up the operational force.



13. The operational component of the R.A.A.F. consists of & number of
units which may be organised to form the atrika/iaccnnaissanca force,

the air defence force, the air transport force, the maritime force and
the tectical force,

14.. Command of that part of the operational component of the R.A.A.F.
which is basad in Australia and its Territories is exercised by the Air
Officer Commanding, Operational Command. He is alsc designated Air Defence
Commander of Australia. Headquarters Operational Command acts as the
functional and administrative headquarters of these opsrational forces.

The headquarters has the following rolass

~ to supervise and co-ordinate the sctivities of units under
command and control;

- to train personnel on field training and operational conversion
courses;

~ to maintain the units under commend at the bast posaible
standard of preparednsss for war;

- to direct the operational activities of units under command
in war;

- to ensure that the best use is made of available facilities
at operational bases and bare bases in pesace and war and snsure
that Department of Defence {Air Force Office) is kept advised
of any deficisncies which affect the operational suitability
of a particular base; and

~ to discharge those powers, duties and functions delegated
by the Department of Defence.

15, Organigation For the efficient discharge of its responsibilities
Headquarters Opsrational Command is organised on the normal R.A.AJF.
functional basis having a four-pronged orgenisation. Branches are headed

by the Senior Air Staff Officer, Senior Administrative Staff Officer,

Senior Engingering Staff Officer and Senior Equipment Staff Officer. Thesas
officars ara responsible ta the Air 0fficer Commanding for the operation

of their branches dealing with Flying and Operationsl, Administrativs,
Technical Operation and Maintenance and Supply and Logistics areas respectively.
A small subordinate formation, Headquarters Opsrational Commend Unit,

having its own Commanding Officer, attends to the administrative and domestic
requirements of the headquarters itself.



THE NEED
16. Establighment The current personnel establishment at R.A.A.F.
Glenbrook is 589 including 120 officers, 428 other ranks and 41 civiliana.
The establishment includes 467 personnel from Haadqﬁartars Operational
Command and 122 from R.A.A.F. Telecommunications Unit Sydney who are
lodgers at R.A.A.F. Glenbrook. The current establishment of Headquarters
Operational Command is 488 personnel but 21 of these are detached to R.A.A.F.
Amberlsy and to the Australisn Joint Anti-Submarine School (A.J.A.5.5.)
at Nowra, N.S.U.

17, Existing Facilitiss The major buildings and installations involved
in the original acquisition at Glenbrook comprised a two-storsy hotel building,
a stons cottage, a roadside bar and a small swimming pool. The first three
are still in use as the main headquarters administrative building, the
residence for ths Air Officer Commanding and the. guard room entry control
point respectively. The main hsadquarters building provides office
accommodation, an officers! mess and some officer sleaping accommodation.

18, Some twenty buildings of temporary construction also provide admin-
istrative accommodation for the headquarters and sleeping quarters for male
and female officers living-in. In the mein, these comprise wartims buildings
of timber and fibro cement construction which have been moved from other
locations, and transportable and demountable buildings.

19. Domestic accommodation for Senior N.C.0.s and airmen and eirwomen
living~in is also provided in gquartars of temporary wartime construction
logated in Penrith.

20. The only major permanent facilities constructed on the site at.
Glenbrook since its acquisition are an Operations and Communications Centre
completed in 1964 as an extension of the main building, a motor transport
section, a police dog compound, a boiler houss, an emsrgency powsr house
and improvements to engineering services.

21, The decision to proceed with the development of Headquarters
Operational Command was not made until a deteiled study of possible alter-
native sites had been carrisd out. This study was carried out in 1976 and

the study waes reviewsd by the Chiefs of Staff Committes which rsached the
conclusion that Glenbrook was the most suitable location for the headquarters.
Alsc, the decision to collocate all domestic and administrative accommodation

at the Glenbrook site was made becauss this arrangement will result in a more
afficient use of personnel and transport and will also reduce the administrative
effort now required to administer both the Penrith and Glenbrook sites.

4.



224 Committee's Conclusion There is a need for new and upgraded
living and working accommodation at R.A.A.F. Glenbrook to replace existing
inadequate and temporary accommodation.

JHE SITE

23. The site which has an area of epproximately 27 hs is situated on
Croun land at Glenbrook, N.S.U. approximately 60 km west of Sydney adjacent

to the Great Western Highway. The site is approximately 185 metrss above

sea level on the lower escarpment of' the Grest Dividing Range (Blue Mountains)
and overlooks the coastal plains to ths east.

24, The site is bounded on the north, east and west by areas zoned for
recreation purposes and to the south by an area zoned for residential

purposes. The entire site is within the Blue Mountains City Council Escarpment
Preservation Area zone and is subject to development restrictions of height

and colours of buildings.

25, The central area of the site is fairly level being the top of a2 small
ridge projection which thaen falls away with increasing slopss on thres sides
to the north, east and west. The steepness of the site and the proximity

of rock to the surface have besn allowed for in the development costs.

26, Site Planning The zoning of facilitiss and detailed disposition
of components is in accordance with the master plan for this site.

27, The eiting of the current proposals has been determined by the natura
and location of existing facilities to be retained, facilities to be progress-
ively removed, the needs of the phased development program and the svailability
of suitable building areas for new developmsnt in an acceptable total site
zoning.

28, The equipment/barrack store complex and transport compound will be
located on undeveloped ground close to the entrance to minimise daily
communicator traffic traversing the sits.

29. The unit headquarters and medical/dental building will be locatad
adjacent to the new entrance for convenient access. This facility is to be
constructed on the site currently occupisd by the transport section, which
is being moved.

30. The command headquarters is also to be located adjacent to the
new entrance for convenient access. This main building is to be located on
a site currently occupied predominately by temporary equipment and barrack
store. buildings.

S.



3l. The S.N.C.0.s8', airmen's end airmwomen's accommodation and messing
facilities will be located on availsble and mainly undeveloped ground to the
north-east of the site, with desirable outlook to the north and sast.

32, The police dog training ssction will be loecated in the far north-west
corner of the site in accordance with Department of Defence requirsments, to
isolate this noisy facility as fer as possible away from living and working
zones, yet be readily accessible.

33. The existing"hotel" remains and is to be renovated for use ss an
officers! mess and quarters after the headquarters building has bsen completed.
It is ideally located being in a centrsl position of the total site desvelopment.

34, Committee's Conclusion The site is suitabla to cater for
working and living accommodation requirements at R.A.A.F. Glenbrook.

THE PROPOSED WORKS

35. The proposal is for the construction of new living and working

accommodation and alterations to existing buildings and servicas.
The development will include:

- working accommodation for R.A.A.F, Opsrational Command,
including combined barrack complex and transport compound,
unit headquarters, madical/ﬁantal building, command headquarters,
new base entrance and guerd house;

- paermanent living accommadation for S.M.C.0.s, airmen and
airwomen currently located in substandard accommodation
in Penrith;

- renovation of ths existing "hotel" building for use as
officers' mess and quarters. and some working accommodation;

- construction of new police dog training section and iselation

compound.

36. A four phass construction program is planned in accordance vith
oite aveilability, Pacility priorities and is currently snticipated to be
progressively developed over a 4-year period commencing in mid 1978.

37. Phase 1 will include the combinsd equipment, barracks store complex
and transport compound, and ths police dog training section. Phase 2 will
include the unit headquarters, medical and dental section, a new road
entrance, guard house, car park and command headquarters. Phasgs 3 will

6.



include S.N.C.0.8', airmen's end airuwomen's accommodation, mesaing and
recreation facilities. Phase 4 will provide for the renovation of the
old hotel for use as officers' messing and sleeping accommodation.

38, Engineering services and car parking for 360 vehicles in various
locations will ba provided prograessively during all stages of the development.

39, Design Basis The overall planning and design objective was to
provide the required accommodation to satisfy the various functional activities
in an eofficient and sconomical manner whilst creating an environment which is
in harmony with the surrounding bush land and minimises the impact of the
development on the escarpmsnt,

40, The new buildings and facilitiss have been designed in compliance with
Department of Defence briafing and the appropriate entitlements from the
'Services Scales and Standards of Accommodatien', The sleeping accommodation
camponents have also been based on the "Design to Cost Target" criteria

agreed betwsen Departments.

41, Buildings have also basn designed in compliance with Interim
Development Order No. 26 of the Blue Mountains City Council Escarpment
Preservation Area Regulations.

42, Combined E€quipment, Barracks Store Complex and Transport Compound

The sxisting equipment and barracks sections are located separately in
temporary buildings. The existing transport section is housad in a Bslliman
hangar which will be removed to provids a site for the new unit headquarters
and the medical and dental centre. A permanent building is proposed which
will contain office and working accommodation for 37 personnsl, a secure
equipment storage area and a transport compound with covered parking for 22
vehicles. No transport workshops will be provided at Glenbrook as it is
proposed that only day-to-day servicing will be carried out on these vehicles
at this site. Maintenance of the vehicles will be carried cut either by
period contract or by No. 1 Central Ammunition Depot Kingswood which has a
transport workshaop.

43, Dog Compound The sxisting police dog compound needs to be resited
becauss the new airmen’s/airwomen's domestic accommodation will emcroach on
this facility, The new facilities will consist of 10 dog kennels, an

isolation compound, stors, offices and a training compound.

44, Unit Headguarters, Medical and Dental Section The domestic support
of the Command Headquarters is administered by a unit known as Headquarters
Operational Command Unit. The existing headquarters offices of the

unit are locatsd in temporary buildings and it is proposed to replace

7.



these with permansnt office buildings to accommodate 27 personnel.

The medicel and dental centrs will be collocated with the unit headquarters.
At prasent, the medical and dental sections are located separately in
temporary buildings and in transportaeble cabins. Their separate locations
make administration of the sections unwieldy and the present facilities are
inadequate for their purposs. It is proposed to locete the medical and
dental sections together in a permanent building. Two dental surgeries

are provided in this facility, one for the dentist and one for the dental
hygienist. In addition to the normal dental treatment which will be provided,
it is intended that the laboratory of the new facility will support a small
unit, No. 1 Central Ammunition Depot, at Kingewood closs to Glenbrook uhare
it is intendad to establish a dental surgery to be manned several marnings

a week by the Headquarters Operational Command Unit dentist. Medical
outpatient facilities will be provided but no hospital beds will be provided.
Inpatiants will be carsd for by Base Squadron Richmond.

45, New Road Entrance The existing entrance to the Oparational

Command site from the Great Western Highway is unsatisfactory for safety
reasons and will be resited. The new entrance will be fraom Knapsack Street
with the exit to the Great Western Highway closer to Penrith than the sxisting
entrance.

46. New GQuard House The new guard house will provide security control
at the new entrance frum Knapsack Street which will be the only entry and
exit point for the Glenbrook site.

47. Car Park Car parking facilitias will be provided in phase 2 of
which 12 car spaces will be adjacent to the Command Hsadquarters building.

48, Command Headquarters It is proposed to use the major part of

the existing administrative building (former hotel building) for officara!
domestic accommodation and mess purposes as it does not provide sufficient
office accommodation for the headquarters and is more readily adaptable ta
meat domestic nesds. A new administration building is therefors proposed

to replace thase areas being taken over as living accommodation and to provids
for increased office requirements at the héadquartara. The new headquarters
building will be tweo storeys high and provide accommodation for 211 perscnnel.
The building will bs air conditioned with separate offices for Wing Commanders
and above and for those psrscnnel whose duties require a securs area. Other

personnel will occupy opsn space office accommodation,

8.



49, Ssnior N.C.0.s', Airmen's and Airwomen's Acccommodation, Messing and

Recreation Facilities The existing facilities located in Penrith will be

replaced by new messing, recreation, sleeping accommodation and laundry
facilities at the Glenbrook site. The sleeping accommodation to be provided
based on approved scales and stendards will be for 12 Senior N.C.0.s, 72 male
corporals and airmen and 28 female corperals and airwomen. The ration stors,
butcher shop and cantsen will be contained in the airmen's mess and recreation
building. Car parking for 98 personnel will be provided in this area as part
of the enginesring services which will provide for electrical and hydraulic
services and roadworks to serve the new buildings.

50, The Committes recommendsd in its report on the Development of R.A.A.F.
Base Edinburgh (No. 6 of 1977) that the policy of providing sepasrate airwomen's
recreation facilities be reviewed.

51, We were given further evidence in support of separats airwomen's
recreation facilities at the R.A.A.F. Glenbrook hesaring but we are still not
convinced of the need in view of the new living accommodation concept of one
common room for each four persons and in view of the facilities provided by

Senior N.C.0.s' messes and other ranks canteens.

52. The Committee feels that a more integrated facility would be more in
line with current community trends and recommends that ths R.A.A.F. carries
out a comprshensive survey throughout the Service and in consultation with
Service welfare officers to sstablish what recreation facilities are suitabls

to a modern integrated defence force.

53, The Committee noted that the proposed sight-person living accommodation
unit for other ranks at R.A.A.F. Glenbrook is. at variance with recently
recommended proposals at R.A.A.F. Point Cook, Randwick Military Area and
R.A.A.F. Edinburgh, in that it will provide one common room for eight persons
in lieu of four persons.

54. Ue were told that these common rooms are larger than thoss provided
for four persons and that this was the design solution necessary to comply
with site restrictions and restraints on building height imposed by the
Blue Mountains City Council. We were assured that one common room for

four persons will be the normal design in future projects.

55, Renovation of Hotel for Officers' Living and Messing Accommodation
The existing two storey *hotel! building is presently used as administrative

offices for 148 personnel occupying 73 rooms, officers' messing snd sleeping

accaommodation for six officers. Othsr officers living accommodation exists

in temporary buildings adjacent to the hotel. In addition, the ground flocor

at the west main entry wing sccommodates offices and the communications

operations room. A new Command Headquarters building is to be constructed
9.



in Phase 2 which will sllou the office space in the ‘hotel! to be converted
back to its original use as slesping sccommodation.

56. The renovation of this building will provide slseping accommodation
for 13 senior officers, each with a bedroom and sitting room and & single
bed/%itting room for 15 junior officers., Because of the existing layout of
rooms in this building, it will not be possible to provide sleeping accommodation
to the Services' Scales and Standards of Accommodation. In some cases,
rooms will be above the scales and in other ceses they will be below.
Communal bathrooms end toilets on the first floor for senior male officers,
Jjunior male officers and female officers will bs provided. The kitchen
facilities will be upgraded to provide dining facilities catering for 100
officers. Minor renovations will bs carried out on the ground floor to
provide a games room and television room for the officers' mess and officers!
quarters ares. A portion will be reteinsd for 10 staff of the Staff Officer
Medical Services. The operations room will be trensferred to the new
Command Headquarters building and this area will be converted to male and
female change rooms and & lunch room facility for the shift workers in the

ad jacent communications wing.

57. Sporting Facilities The Committee was concerned that the headquarters
development whaen completed would lack sufficient sporting facilities to cater
for the needs of the living-in and adjacent married quarters populations.

S8, At the present time there sre two tennis courts and & swimming poocl

at R.A.A.F. Glenbrock. There is also one tennis court, ons basketball

court and a playing field at Penrith Barracks but these will be lost to

R.A.A.F. use when the barracks are disposed of on completion of the headquarters
development.

59, The Department of Defence, at the Committee's request, has re-examined
the situation and now agrees that two new tennis courts and two squash courts
should be provided in Phase 4 of the development.

60, The Committes recommends the provision of two additional tennis
courts and two sgquash courts at an*estimated additional cost to the development
of $100 GOO.

6L, Committee’s Conclusion The Committee recommends that the R.A.A.F.
carries out a comprshensive survey throughout the Service and in consultation
with Service welfare officers to establish what recreation facilities are
suitabls to a modexn integrated defance force. The Committes recommends

that a comprohensive survey of the visus of prospective users of Senior N.C.D.s!

10.



messes and other ranks canteens be carried out in order to determins what

minimum standards are required for airwomsn's recreation facilities. The

Committee recommends the provision of the two new tennis courts and two

squash courts at an estimated additionel cost to the development of $100 000,

The Committee agrees that the proposed development will satisfy the require-

ments for living and working accommodation at R,A.A.F. Glenbraok.
CONSTRUCTION

62. Combined Equipment/Barrack Store Complex snd Transport Compound This

building will have a concrete frame above concrete footings, part load bearing

brickwork and steel truss construction. Externally the concrete will be
off-form, face brickwork, concrete tiled roof and selected colour anodised
aluminium windows. Internally brickwork will be Pacework in stores and
rendered and painted in offices. 0ffices will have plasterboard ceilings
and carpet to ell office spaces.

63. Police Dog Training Section Gaenerally the kennels will have
concrete floors and sub-structure, load bearing face brickwork, insulated
timber framed roof construction and metal roof decking.

64, Unit Headquarters_snd Medical/Dental Building This building will

be constructed on concrete footings, with a concrete and stesl frame.
Externally, walls will be face brickwork and in situ concrete panels with
an applied finish, colour anodised aluminium window frames and a coloured
stesl roof deck. Internally, painted plasterboard ceilings and partition
lipingas will bs used with caerpst or ceramic tilss whare appropriate on the
floors.

65, Command Headguarters Building The structure for this building
is concrete and encased steel frame sbove concrste footings. External
finishes will be in situ concrete panels with an applied finish, colour
anodised aluminium window Prames, with glare reducing tinted glass and

a coloured stesl roof deck. Internally, a suspended acoustic ceiling,
demountabls partitions, ceramic tiles on toilet floors and carpet in all

office spaces are proposed.

66. Senior N.C.0.s8', Airmen's and Airwomen's Accommodation, Massing
and Recreation Facilities The buildings will have concrete footings with

load bearing brickwork to all sleeping accommodation and steel framed
structure with non load bearing brick walls to main $.N.C.0. mess/other
ranks Pacilities/ration store complsx. Roofs to all buildings are to be
covered with muted tone coloured concrete tiles. Windows will be timber

to slesping accommodation and colour anodised aluminium elsgwhere.

11,



Internally, brickwork is to be bagged and painted in sleeping accommodation,
elsauvhsre rendered and painted. Peinted plasterboard ceilings throughout,
with carpet to bedrooms and lounge areas, ceramic tiles to toilets and
kitchen areas and vinyl tiles or concrste elsewhers.

67. Renovation of Hotsl for Officers' Living end Megsing Accommodation

The requirements of the Department of Defence will be met by providing sleeping
accommodation for 28 junior and senior officers with updating of existing
dining and messing facilitiss to accommodate 100 officers.

68. The ground floor at the west - main entry wing currently atcommodates
offices and communications/operstions room. Various slements of alteration
will be carried out in this area to accommodate new office requiremsnts and

to provide change and amenities facilities in the communications centre.

69. The kitchen will be rearranged and renovated with new equipment and
benching where necessary, new ceramic tiles on walls and floors and improved
mechanical services. New toilets and showers will have new ceramic tiled

floors, and all bedrooms and passageways will be carpated.

0. Mechanical Engineering Services Air conditioning will be provided
throughout the command headquarters building end in the madical/ﬁental
section of the unit headquarters building. Kitchens, internal rooms and
toilets will be provided with mechanical ventilation. Miscellansous
mechanical services and equipment will consist of tea making facilities, hot
water supply, pneumatic tube conveyor gystem, document hoist and sanitary
disposal units. Messes will be heated with a ducted warm air system.

71, Weter Supply The existing combined domestic and fire protsction water
reticulation mains will be substantially augmented and extended. The existing
450 000 litre ground lsvel storage tank will be used for lawn watsring and
emergency fire hydrant supply. The local main of the Blus Mountains City
Council touwn supply will be extended to the site in larger pipss to provide

an improved domestic supply and adequate mains water supply for fira protsction.
The existing unsightly elevated tanks and stands will then be demolished.

72. Sewsrags The existing gravity system which is connected to the
local authority's pumping station will be extended to serve all the new
buildings on the site and reconnection will be made to the remaining existing
buildings. Pumping plant will be provided as required.

73. Roads, Car Parks, Site Works and Stormwater Orainage General
osarthworks will be carried out as required for buildings, roads and car parks.

12,



Pavements to roads and car parks will be of bituminous concrets. Parking
for 360 vehicles will be provided in locations as shoun on the site plan
to serve the various building zones.

74. Retaining walls are to be constructed to baoth retain material and

to provide planting space for surface vegstation. Grassing will also be
provided to the areas required in order that the surfaces can repidly be
re-established. Gravity stormwater drainage pipelines to serve the
development will be provided with numerous small headwalls to enable efficient
dispersal of surface uater,

75. Elgctrical Services The mains supply will tefrom an 1) k¥ switching

station located adjacent to existing central smergency power house and will
serve a single 11 kU high voltage distribution ring mein. A kiogk typs
substation located adjacent to S.N.C.C.s' mess and an internal substation

in the administration building will be provided. tight and powsr will be
provided in the new buildings as required. The existing emergency generation
in the powsr house will be retained to provide smergency back up to the
supply authority mains.

6. Fire Protsction Hose reels will bs provided throughout the
buildings. The existing fire booster pumping plant is inadequate for the
proposed development. New pumping plant will bs provided. Supply to
fire hydrants will be provided by the new pumps drawing from the proposed

combined service ring main and in an emergency from the existing ground lsvsl
storage. Automatic detsction systems will be installed throughout the
working accommodation, mess end recreation buildings and will include thermal

and smoke dstectors as appropriate to the various arsas.

7. The Committee was told that it was not proposed to provide automatic

fire detection squipment to officers', S.N.C.0.s' and other ranks' slesping
accommpdation. We are not satisfied that fire hoses offer an acceptable

degree of fire protection and recommend the departments concernsd re-examine the
possibility of providing modsrn automatic fire detection to sleeping eccommodetion
particularly the refurbished 'hotel! building.

78, Gas Supply Installation of two L.P. gas storage tanks will be provided
with piping to the relevant buildinga.

9. Carpet The Committee understends from evidence given at previous
public hearings that the economics of providing and maintaining carpets are
favourable when compared with vinyl flooring. in view of the this and
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the additional comfort factor, we recommend that carpst be provided to
office areas in the combined equipment/%arrack store complex and the unit
haadquartara/hedical/Hantal centre in lieu of vinyl tiles.

80. Committee’s Conclusion The Committes recommends the construction

of the work in this refsrence with the exception of the separate airwomen's
recreation building. The Commities recammends that the departments

concerned re-examine the possibility of providing modern asutomatic Pire detection
to slesping accommodation, particularly the refurbished 'hotel' building.

81. The Committee recommends that carpst be provided to offics arsas
in the combined equipmanh/ﬁarrsck store complex and the unit headquartars/
medical/dental centre in lisu of vinyl tiles.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

82, The Departmant of Environment, Housing and Community Development has
reviswed ths proposed development and has advised that an Environmental Impact
Statement was not required.

83. The Blue Mountains City Council has alsc been consulted and has agresd
with the proposed dsvelopment, subject to certain landscaping aspects
relating to the removal of trees, the colour and height of buildings and

site disturbance being kept to a minimum. These aspects have bsen taken
into account in the planning and construction of the project.

ESTIMATE OF COST

84. The estimated cost of the work in this reference is $8.4 million
at June 1977 prices made up as follows:
$
Building work, including site works 4 438 350
Electrical, including fire detection alarms 532 800
Hydraulic services 1 000 200
Mechanical services 1 400 680
Civil works 650 000
Demolition and staging 93 000
External works 150 000
Pump house extension 15 ooo
0ffice landscaping for Command Headguarters 20 000
Building
Two squash courts 80 600
Two tennis courts 20 ooo
8 400 000
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PROGRAM

85, Phase 1, estimated to cost $1.4 million is proposed for commitment
in 1977/78; Phase 2, sstimated to cost $3.25 million in 1978/79; Phase 3,
estimated to cost $2.4 million in 1979/30 and Phasa 4, sstimatad to cost
$1.35 million in 1980/%1. Completion is plannsd for late 1982.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

86. A submission was rsceived from the Blue Mountains City Council sstting
out areas of consideration and conditions that should be applied during final
planning and construction stages. They recognised the continuing co-cperation
of the Dspartment of Construction particularly in pegard to the provisiomsof
Interim Development Order No. 26. Ses paragraph 41 of the report.

87. The Committes was essured that negotiations would continue particularly
with regard to the dedication of defence land to allow widening of Knapsack Strest
and the provision of footpaths to same.

88. The Committes is aware that it is departmental policy to seek an amicable
gsolution to Council requirements and also that the Commonwealth is not bound to
comply with local Council requirements.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

89. The summary of recommendations and conclusions of the Committee is set
out below. Alongside each is shown the paragraph in the report to which it
refers.

Paragraph

1. THERE IS A NEED FOR NEW AND UPGRADED LIVING AND WORKING

ACCOMMODATION AT R.A.A.F. GLENBROOK TO REPLACE EXISTING

INADEQUATE AND TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION. 22
2. THE SITE IS SUITABLE TO CATER FOR WORKING AND LIVING

ACCOMMODATION REQUIREMENTS AT R.A.A.F. GLENBROOK. 34
3. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE R.A.A.F. CARRIES OUT A

COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY THROUGHOUT THE SERVICE AND IN

CONSULTATION WITH SERVICE WELFARE OFFICERS TO ESTABLISH

WHAT RECREATION FACILITIES ARE SUITABLE TD A MODERN

INTEGRATED DEFENCE FORCE. 61

4, THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT A COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY OF
THE VIEWS OF PROSPECTIVE USERS OF SENIOR N.C.0.S' MESSES
AND OTHER RANKS CANTEENS BE CARRIED OUT IN ORDER TO
DETERMINE WHAT MINIMUM STANDARDS ARE REQUIRED FOR AIRWOMEN'S

RECREATION FACILITIES. 61
S. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THE PROVISION OF TWO NEW TENNIS

COURTS AND TWD SQUASH COURTS AT AN ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL

COST 7O THE DEVELOPMENT OF $100 000. 61
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Paragraph
6. THE COMMITTEE AGREES THAT THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
WILL SATISFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LIVING AND
WORKING ACCOMMODATION AT R.A.A.F. GLENBROOK. 61

7 THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
WORK IN THIS REFERENCE WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE
SEPARATE AIRWOMEN'S RECREATION BUILDING. 80

8. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE DEPARTMENTS
CONCERNED RE-EXAMINE THE POSSIBILITY OF PROVIDING
MODERN AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTION TO SLEEPING
ACCOMMODATION, PARTICULARLY THE REFURBISHED 'HOTEL™
BUILDING. 80

3. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT CARPET BE PROVIDED
TO OFFICE AREAS IN THE COMBINED EQUIPMENT/BARRACK
STORE COMPLEX AND THE UNIT HEADRUARTERS/MEDICAL/
DENTAL CENTRE IN LIEU OF VINYL TILES. 81

10, THE ESTIMATED CODST OF THE WORK INCLUDING TWO TENNIS
COURTS AND TWOQ SQUASH COURTS IS $8.4 MILLION, 84

1x.

(L.K. Jofnson)
Vice-Chairman

Parliamentary Standing Committse on Public Works,
Parliament House,
CANBERRA, A.C.T7.

27 October 1977.
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