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. REPORT -

In accordance with the resolutions of the .House
relating to the registration 'of ‘interests by Members,

'.};t is necessary for Members to notify the receipt by
=7 them, their spouses or -dependent. children of .gifts
" valued at more than $250 when received from official

sources ‘or 5100 'when . received from. ‘other: sources. A

| gualification to ‘the: requlrement which Was:
recommended ‘by this Committee on 18 September 1985,

and adopted by:the House. on13: February 1986, makes

it clear that it is not necessary to register gifts
-t;lece1ved from.family members-or personal friends in a

purely. personal capa01ty unless the Member: judges

.. wthat -an appearance of -conflict of interest may be
. §een to exist. The full terms of the resolutlons of
'.'the House are shown 1n Appendlx I._;' S

'The Commlttee has glvan cans;deratlon to the

application of the reguirements to the receipt of

rgifts by Ministers in their official: positions while
“travelling . overseas, from overseas visitors:in
sorBAustraliacand from Australian -sources. This is a
. matter which was considered by:the previous Committee
wyin.tth34thfParliamentyandgreferred to in that
. woCommittee’s report for .1986. Ahat Committee resolved
. that the requlrement to - reglster the receipt - of gifts

is a:separate:obligation cast upon each. Member of the

'3:;House irrespective of any other .obligations: that the
‘Member may-have as-a Ministex, However, these gifts

are subject to guidelines adopted by the Government

“in ‘May.1983.which-are gquite separate from, and should

not be confused:withy the requirements of the House

in- respect of the registration of interests for the
-7 Register .of: Membeza Interests. A Copy: of these
=t~gu1dellnes s attached asg: Appendlx II.- TR

J-Under the Government ‘s guld@llﬂ@S; glfts recelved in
f.{.thelr official capacity by Minigters-avre to.-be
‘regarded:as. Commonwealth property . and all. gxfts,

other than token gifts; are: to be declared:to the
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and
moved to the custody of that Department as soon as
possible, Valuations by accredited valuers are

-arranged by that Department and gifts may be
-transferred to the recipient on reguest where the

assessed value does not exceed $250 if received from
official sourcee (i.e. Government) or $100 from other
sources {(industry or private). Where the assessed
value is greater than these limits, the re01p1ent may
pay the difference and retain the gift. o
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(4} An examination of the Government's guidelines makes
it clear that Ministers in that capacity cannot
freely retain any item valued at more than $250
received from official sources or $100 where received
from other sources. They are reguired to pay

personally the difference between those sums and the
. assessed value of ‘the item if they wish to retain it.
7 AS “a ‘consequence, Lhe_g;ﬁx_gﬂmpgnenL of an item
-allowed to be retained by them can not exceed the
‘ivalues fixed: by the House in‘its: ‘resolutions relating
to’the registration of 1nterests “In:these . .
circumstances, the Committee is satisfied that it is
-~ not-necessary for Mlnlsters to notify. such glfts for
2 the Reglster of Members Interest., o .

{5} -mThere w11l, of course, be occaslons when Mlnlsters
rireceivergifts inta capacity:other: than their.
‘ministerial capacity. In these: cases, Mlnlsters who
“are Members of the House of ‘Representatives. are
obliged to deal with such gifts in accordance with
the resolutions of the House whlch apply to all
Members of the House.-"'

(6) = -In 1ts report dated 18 September 1985 relatlng to the
registration requirements, the Committee recognlsed
sthat ‘the ‘disclosure of ‘gifts veceived by a Member or
“his or her 1mmed13te family is an essential ‘element
‘of ‘the registration requirements. It went ‘on to say
that 'the offer and acceptance ‘of ‘a gift ‘has the
‘potential for aconflict of interest, or ‘to be seen
by ‘some as a conflict of /interest ‘and that its public

disclosurereduces or eliminates:such:a perceptlon
-ﬁ'The Commlttee remalns of the same: v1ew.-.t :

{7y 0 .The same report from the Commlttee went on to
L. recommend-.that the monetary.values set by the
“resolutions should be reviewed periodically with the
objective of maintaining those values in real terms.
Notwithstanding-this. recommendation of September
1985, the values fixed by the House on 9 October 1984
‘a.m. remain unchanged. The Committee re-iterates its
‘belief ‘that the:'value of ‘gifts reguiring registration
.“should be reviewed periodically and agaln recommends
thls ‘course of actlcn to the House.."a g

R B KLUGMAN -
CHATRMAN

11 APRIL 19885




APPENDIX I
e - 1987-88-89 S
THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALEA

_HOUSE OF ﬂRE’?iiES’E'NTAT_WES: o

REGISTRATION AND DECLARATION OF
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

Requirements of the House of Représentatives™ ™ =
from the first sitting day in 1989

Resoi.zmor'rs' adopiéa’ by the Hén}vé on 9 October 1984 a.m. as amended.on 21 March
1985 i3 February 1986 22 October !986 and 30 Nove'mber f988

That the followmg rcsoiuuons rciatmg 10 ihc regxs%muon and deciamlmn of Members'
interests be adopted, such resolutions to have- effect from the commencement of the 34th
Partiament .and to continue in forge wnless and until 4mcnc§cd or reped ed by the House of
Representatives in this ora subsequem Pdrlmmenl : I

(1) Dec!aratmn of Members 1nterest5

That wuthm 28 days of makmg Lmd subacr;bmg an oalh or &ﬁ%rmaf.son a8 a Mcmbcr
of the House or Representutives each Member shail provide 1o the Registrar of
Members’ Interests, a statement of -~ o
(1) the Member's registrable interests, and

{2) the registrable interests of which the Member is awuare {2} of the Member's spouse
and {b} of any children who are wholiy or mainly dcpcndem oa the Member for
support,

“in accordarce wnh resoiuuons ddcpted by the Housc and i ina form da{crmmed by the

Committee of Members' Interests from Time to time, and shall also notify any, alteration

of those interests to the Regnstrdr w;zhm 28 d.zys of that altemhon ou:urrmg

(2) Regisirable interests .

That the stutement of & Mcmbcr 3 reg;slrablc interésts to be pmvzdcd by a’'Member
shail include:the registrable interests of which the Member is aware (1) of the Member's
spouse and (2} of:any children who are wholly or mamiy depcndem on’ 1he Mcmbcr
for_support, and shall cover the following matters:. | -

(a} shareholdings in public and private compames (mcludmg hoidmg campames)
... indicating the name of the company or companies; o . .
(b) family and business trusts and nominee companies— i .
(i} in which & beneficial interest is held, indicating the name of thc trust, the
nature of its operaiion and beneficial interest, and
(ity in which the Member, the Member’s spouse, or a child who is wholly or
.. mainly dependent on the Member for support, is 4 trustee (but not including
a trustee of an estate where no beneficial interest is held by the Member, the
Member's spouse or dependent children), indicating the name. of the 1ru‘;t the
_ nature of its operation and the bcncﬁcnary of the trust;
{c) real estale, inciuding the focation (suburb or area cmly) and thc purpose f'or wh:ch
it is owned; .
“(dY ‘registered dlrcctorsths of compames
{e) partnerships indicating the rature of the interests d.nd the activities of the parmcrsmp,
(f) linbilities indicating the nature of the liability and the creditor concerned;
(g} the nature of any bonds, debentures and like investments;




: (h) savmg ar mvcslmcm accounts, indicating their nature and the name of the bank

oF 0[?16{ lnhlltlﬂlOr}S concemcd

(iy the nature of any other assels {.e.xcludmg househoid and persond! eﬂ'ects} each

valued at over $5,000;

'-(j) the nature of any othcr substantial sources of income;
(k) gifts valued at-more than $250 received ‘rom official’ sources “or at more than

$100 where received from other than official sources provided that a gift received
by a Member, the Member’s spouse or dependent children from family members

T oor personal friends in a purely personal capacity need not-be registered uniess the

Member judges that an‘appearance ‘of ‘conflicl of mierest may be seen to exisl:

: '_(i) any sponsored lmvel or hosp:mhty rcccwcd
{m} membership of any organisation, and

(3

{n) any other interests where a conflict of interest with a Membcrs public duties

. could forei;eeably arise or be seen to arise.

Reg;ster and Reg:strar of. Members Iuterests S

That—

(a) at the commenccmem of CdCh Pdrhdmenl dﬂd at other times as necessaryg Mr

Speaker shall appoint an officer of the Department of the House of Representatives
as the Registrar of Members’ Interests and thal ofﬁcer shail a%so be c§crk to lhe
- Committee.of*Members™ Enleresis

(b} the Registrar'of-Members' interests shall, in’ accordam,e wtth pmcedurcs dczermmed

by the Committee of Members’ Interests, maintain a Register of Members inlercsts

' in s form. to:be: determined by;that commitiee from. time 1o-time;

{€) ~as soon as possible after the ‘commencement of each Parliament the cha:rman of- :
oinsthe Committee ol Members  Intérests ‘shall-table ‘in the “House a topy -of -thé

compieted Register of Members® Interests and shall-also table from time to ‘time
as required any notification by a Member of alteration of those interests, and |

{d) the Register of Members’ interests shall be available for inspection by any person

“under’ condztxons to bc lald down by the Commmce of Members ]nteresls from
‘ 'lzmc to tzmc : : :

. Addmona! resoiwrons adop!ed bv rhe House on .’3 Febraary 1986 :

That this House re- dfﬁrms the rcqmrcmcm for the regislrdizon and dcc,la.ranen of

the interestsof Members, their spouses and c_iependent chlldren adopled by the House

of Represenmtwes on 9 October 1984 a.m. s
That any Member of the House of Renrcsenwtwes Who—

. (¢) knowingly fails to provide z statement of regastrable 1nterests to thc Reg:strar of -

- Members'-Interests by the due date,. o0

-_"(b) knowingly fails:to notify-any alteration “of ‘those interests  to lhe Regastsar of

~Members’ Interests ‘within 28 days of the change occurring, or:-

(c,) Rnowmgiy provadcs falac or m1sleadmg mformdtaon to Lhe Reglstrar of~ Mcmbers

2:Interests,

' ‘shall be guilty of a serious comempt of thc House of Representatwcs and shali be dca[
with by zhe House ac.c.ordmgly . :

Note

Thc requxrcmcms set out abovc <1re those m force from the ﬁrst smxng day of the House

of Representatives in 1989,
. Mo reference has been made (0w : :
(13 earlier, registration and decldmuon reqmrcmenm demed .on 13 Fabruary 1986, 22

Octobcr 1686 and 30 November 1988, and

_ -{2) resolutions of 21 March 1985 and 13 February. 1986 which related 10 Lhe lodgemcm

of maua% siaiemenls cf mterests by Members of the 34th Parlzament




APPENDIX XX

PRESENT POLICY ON GIFTS RECEIVED

' The present guidelines were endorsed in May 1983 and
apply to Ministers and their staff (including families)
‘who receive gifts as a result of their official
‘positions while travelling overseas, from overseas
wvisitors in Australia, and from Australian sources. In
summary, the guidelines mean thatw '

(a) gifts received are to be regarded as Commonwealth
property,

A{b} all gifts other than token gifts, are to be
° declared to the Department of the Frime Minister
and Cabinet (PM&C), : D

(c) gifts are to be moved by the Minister to custody of
PM&C, Canberra, &S sSo0n as possible,

(d} wvaluations by accredited valuers are arranged by
PMEC (for customs entry purposes, the value of the
glft is equivalent to the overseas wholesale price:
glfts received from Australian sources are valued
at the Australian wholesale price}:

{e} gifts may be transferred to the recipient on
request where the assessed wvalue does not exceed
. 8250 if received from official sources {ie
. Government ) or $100 from other sources (industry or
'private), . .

(f) where the assessed value is greater than the above
limits, the recipilent may pay the difference and
retain the gift; :

(g} if a recipient wishes to retain a particular gift

‘but is unwilling to pay the difference between ths

- limits and the assessed value, PM&C can arrange for
it to be loaned to the recipient for display in
Government premises. (The gift, however, remains

" Commonwealth property and would have to be returned
to the Department when the Minister no longer hnlds
office.); and

{h} the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is
responsible for the disposal of all official gifts.

Printed by Authority by the Commonweaith Government Printer







