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29 April 2005

The SecretaryoftheCommittee
StandingCommitteeon ScienceandInnovation
HouseofRepresentativesParliamentHouse
Canberra
ACT 2600
Australia

DearSir/Madam

SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO “PATHWAYS TO TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATIONS”

The Royal Australian Chemical Institute Incorporated(RACI) foundedin January1917, is the
qualifying body in Australia for professionalchemists.It advancesthe teachingandpracticeof
chemistryin industry,academiaandgovernmentauthorities.The RACI hasalmost6,000members
andis committedto maintainingandimprovingthestatusoftheprofessionofchemistry.Chemistry
is oneoftheenablingsciencesthatunderpinsandfosterstechnologicalinnovations.

The RACI commendstheCommitteeon conductingtheinquiry in areathatis fundamentalto the
economicsustainabilityandfuture growthofAustralia.The followingtennsofreferenceare
addressed

1) skills and businessknowledge

TheRACI is in theprocessin conductingareview into the supplyofanddemandfor chemists.A
preliminaryreport“FutureofChemistry”canbeviewedfrom
http://www.raci.org.au/future/futureofchemistrv.htnil

2) businessand scientific regulatory issues

The RACI hasbeentakinganinterestin theeverincreasingamountofregulationaffectingchemists

in theirprofession. A numberofinitiatives havebeenundertaken:

i) TheChemistryin Australia(editionSeptember2004),themagazineofRACI, was
concernedwith “UnderstandingChemicalsRegulationin Australia”andcanbeviewedon
http://www.raci.org.au/chemaustIpastedI2004/september2004.html

ii) The RACI Nationalconference“Connect2005— ChemicalChallengesfor the21st

Century”is beingheld in Sydney. TheIndustrialChemistryDivision in conjunctionwith
theHistory andArchivesGrouphasorganisedaone-daysymposium(Wednesday6 July
2005)focussingon regulationin thechemicalsindustryin Australia. Informationfor the
symposiumis availablefrom http://www.pco.com.au/connect2005/newpage 5.htm
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We wouldbehappyto providefurther informationwrittenorasapresentationto theinquiry.

Yourssincerely

Dr ElizabethGibson
NationalCoordinator
Tel: 0438 597 486
Email: elizabeth@raci.org.au
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