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Re: Inquiry into the coordination of the scienceto combatthe nation’s salinity problem

In responseto your requestfor a submissiononthesubjectof the CommonwealthGovernment’srole
in managingandcoordinatingtheapplicationofbestsciencein Australia’ssalinityprograms,I have
briefly detailedsomeexamplesof how sciencehasandwill continueto beusedin theSA Murray
DarlingBasinto helpdirect thedevelopmentandimplementationof salinityprograms.

Use of salinity sciencein salinityprograms

TheIntegratedNaturalResourceManagementGroup for the SA Murray-DarlingBasin(INRM
Group)hasutilisedscientificknowledgeandexpertiseduring thedevelopmentof theregionalINRM
PlanandInvestmentStrategy.TheINRM Group will continueto supportprojectsthat seekadditional
knowledgeto helpaddresssalinity issuesin theregion.

Scientificknowledgeandexpertisehasbeenparticularlyimportantin assistingto makedecisionsin
relationto largeinvestmentsin theregionegsalt interceptionschemes.Thisknowledgeis also
becomingincreasinglyimportantin relationto ensuringon-groundactivitiesaretargetedto high
priority areas.

Althoughthe airbornegeophysicsmappingin the regionhasnot beencompleted,initial results
indicatethatthe knowledgegainedwill bevaluablein supportingprioritisationof on-groundworks.
Thiswill ensurethat futureinvestmentis well targetedandachievesthemaximumreturn. Theresults
arealsoexpectedto direct furtherresearchthroughthe identificationof knowledgegaps.

Researchand implementationlinkages

Excellentlinkageshavebeendevelopedbetweenthoseconductingresearchandthoseimplementing
salinitysolutionswithin theregion. In the SAMurrayDarlingBasinregion,local actionplanning
groupsarekey communitygroupsimplementingon-groundactivities. Duringthe developmentof
localactionplans,scientificknowledgeandexpertisewas soughtandutilised. Knowledgegapswere
identifiedandfundingsoughtto obtainthis knowledge.

For exampletheMurrayMalleeLocal ActionPlanningAssociationInc commissionedascientific
reviewby CSIROof groundwaterrechargein the Malleeregionandthesalinity implicationsfor the
MurrayRiver. The informationprovidedin thisreviewhashelpeddirectrevegetationactivitiesto
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reducesalinity impactsfromthe drylandMalleeregionto the RiverMurray. Theprocessof
undertakingthereviewalsodevelopeda stronglink betweenthecommunitygroupandtheresearch
scientistswhichhascontinuedto beutilised. Otherlocalactionplanninggroupshavealso
commissionedscientificknowledgeto identify andquantifyissuesduringlandandwatermanagement
planningprocessesanddevelopedlinkageswith theseresearchers.

Adequacyof technical and scientific support in applying managementoptions

Theadequacyof technicalandscientificsupportin applyingsalinitymanagementoptionsis variable
andit is recognisedthattherewill alwaysbe a needfor moreknowledgeandexpertise.Forprojects
with significantinvestment,egsalt interceptionschemes,adequatetechnicalandscientific supportis
soughtbeforeimplementingtheproject. Howeveraddressingsalinity issuesthroughland
managementchangehasprovento be morechallenging,withmoretechnicalandscientific support
requiredto identify economicoptionsthatwill resultin thesignificant landscapechangerequiredto
addresssalinity issues.

Therewill bean ongoingneedfortechnicalandscientific supportin theregionandtheINIRM Group
will seekto identifythesupportneedsrequiredandensurethatappropriateinvestmentis soughtto
meettheseneeds.Identificationofresearchanddevelopmentprioritieswill alsobe akeyroleof the
groupto ensurethat adequatetechnicalandscientific supportis availablein thefuture.

Summary

This is averybrief overviewof the applicationof bestsciencein salinityprogramsin the SA Murray
Darling BasinandI would like to emphasisethatasignificantamountof knowledgeandexpertisehas
beenutilisedto developandimplementprogramsin theregionandmorespecificprograminformation
is availablefrombothscientistsandprojectmanagers.

If theCommitteerequiresanyfurtherinformationpleasedo not hesitateto contactme.

Yourssincerely

JudyPfeiffer
GroupSupportOfficer
IntegratedNaturalResourceManagementGroup for the SAMurrayDarlingBasinInc
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