
ACT GOVERNMENT SUBMISSION

INQUIRY INTO THE COORDINATION OF THE SCIENCE TO COMBAT
THE NATION’S SALINITY PROBLEM

1. Useofsalinity sciencebaseandresearchdata (including thedevelopmentofnew
scientific, technicalandengineeringknowledge)in themanagement,
coordination andimplementationofsalinityprograms

Thereis someevidenceofdrylandsalinityoccurringon rural landsin ACT, althoughit
is not consideredto beamajorlandmanagementissue. However,theactualextentof
salinity is notknown. Accuratedataarenot availableto allow an assessmentof
existingsalinityorthepotentialfor it to becomea seriouslandmanagementissuein the
ACT.

Theestablishmentofbaselineresearchfor salinityhasbeenidentifiedasaneedby the
ACT Commissionerfor theEnvironment. EnvironmentACT, theACT Government’s
environmentalagencyandprimarylandmanager,is preparingaprojectproposalto
conductabasicsalinity study. This studywill includesalinitymappingandprovidea
basisfor programson rural andurbanland. AustralianGovernmentfundingassistance
will be sought.

2. Linkagesbetweenthoseconductingresearchandthoseimplementingsalinity
solutions,including the coordination anddisseminationofresearchanddata
acrossjurisdictions andagencies,andto all relevantdecisionmakers(including
catchmentmanagementbodiesandland holders);

TheACT believesthatan essentialelementto successfullymanagingsalinity is
combiningknowledgegainedthroughresearchwith practicalsolutionsthat canbe
implementedon theground.

To ensurethat theresearchleadsto a successfulmitigationprogram,thesalinityproject
proposedfor theACT will include,in additionto research,aneducationcomponent
wherelandmanagerswill be informedabouttheresultsofresearch,andtrainedto
identify salinityandconductappropriateon-groundwork if required.Theprogrammay
alsoinvolveproviding landmanagerswith incentivesto establishappropriateland
managementpracticesto preventsalinity wherethereis arisk thatit mayoccur.

3. AdequacyofTechnicalandscient~flcsupportin applyingsalinity management
options.

Expertisein drylandsalinitywithin theACT Governmentis limited. Technical
expertisewill needto be ‘boughtin’ to conductresearchandto establishskills within
governmentandthecommunitysothat salinitycanbe readilyidentifiedand
appropriateactiontaken.


