
Mr JeromeBrown
CommitteeSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Scienceand Innovation
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse ENGINEERS
CanberraACT 2600

AUSTRALIA

Re:Inquiry into coordinationof scienceto combatthenationssalinityproblem

DearMr Brown

OnbehalfofEngineersAustralia,I would like to submitthefollowing for consideration
by theHouseofRepresentativesStandingCommitteeon ScienceandInnovationinquiry
into coordinationof scienceto combatthenationssalinityproblem.

EngineersAustraliahasover70,000members.Theimpactofsalinityin urbanandrural
areasis keyissuefor ourmembers,anumberofwhomwork in areasrelatingto salinity
researchandmanagement.EngineersAustraliaalso supportsinnovationin salinity
managementthroughtheNationalSalinityPrize,andatechnicalconferenceserieson
salinity.

This submissionwill considerhowresearchandmanagementofsalinitycanbebetter
coordinatedthroughstrongerlinkagesbetweenFederalandStateagenciesconducting
salinityresearch,reviewingresearchprioritiesand expandingtheroletheNational
DrylandSalinityProgram(NDSP).

STRENGTHEN LINKAGES BETWEEN STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
RESEARCHING AND MANAGING SALINITY

It is notclearwhatrole Federalagenciesplayin StateandTerritorysalinitystrategies.
Although all StatesandTerritorieshaveestablishedresearchandmanagementlinkages
throughorganisationssuchastheNAPSWQandNDSP,StateGovernmentsalinity
strategiesdo notoutlinehowtheselinkageswill fit in with theirplansto managesalinity.
Forexample,theNSW andSouthAustralianGovernment’sSalinityStrategieshave
researchlinkageswith theMurrayDarlingBasinCommission,However,theNSW and
SouthAustralianstrategiesdo not outlinewhatresearchlinkagestheyhavewith other
Federalagenciesandwhat theselinkageswill achieve.TheWesternAustralian
Government’sStateSalinityUnit also fails to outline whatlinkagesit haswith Federal
agencies.

EngineersAustraliabelievesthat therole ofFederalagenciesandprogramsrole in State
salinityresearchneedsto beclearlyoutlined.This will provideanopportunityto consider



how effectivethedifferentprogramsarein helpingto combatsalinityandwhetherthey
overlap.

REVIEW RESEARCH PRIORITIES AND WIDEN THE ROLE OFTHE NATIONAL DRYLAND
SALINITY PROGRAM

In improving linkagesbetweendifferent agencies,EngineersAustraliabelievesthatthe
Federalgovernmentalsoneedsto reviewsalinity researchpriorities. CurrentFederal
directionsin salinityresearcharedominatedby afocuson mapping,monitoring,
evaluationandcapacitybuilding. Emphasisshouldbeplacedon engineeringsolutionsas
partofanoverallmanagementpackagethat alsoincorporatesongoingscientific
investigation,innovationsin agriculturalmanagementandcommunityconsultation.

TheNationalDryland SalinityProgramis akeyprogramfor salinity research.Engineers
Australiabelievesthat it shouldbegivenmuchgreaterresponsibilityandresourcesto act
astheagentforcoordinationanddisseminationofresearchfordrylandandirrigation
salinity. TheN[)SP shouldberevitalisedastheNationalSalinityProgramfor Research
andDevelopment.Thisprogramwouldundertakethefollowing actions:

• Invigoratetheexisting leadershiprole in salinity funding,knowledgemanagement
andcoordinationby theNDSPto ensurethedevelopmentoftargetedprogramsof
R&D in salinity.

• Removecoordinationofresearchanddevelopmentactivitiesfrom administrative
programssuchastheNationalPlanfor SalinityandWaterQuality andtheNatural
HeritageTrust andcoordinatethemwithin managementsystemslike thatprovidedby
NDSP.

• Coordinatedataandinformationmanagementthroughasingleentity, preferablythe
NationalLandandWaterResourcesAudit.

• Ensureinvestmentin nationalprogramsandtheircoordinationis matchedby the
capacityof industry,Stateandregionsto implementactions.Thiswill requirea
muchgreaterinvolvementofusersandpotentialbeneficiariesin the earlystagesof
programdevelopment.The adoptionofsalinity managementoptionsis farmore
effectivewhencommunitiesandlandholdersareinvolved in theresearchand
development.

• Coordinateresearchprogramswith StateandTerritorysalinitystrategiesto help
avoidoverlapofresearchbetweendifferentlevelsof government.



EngineersAustraliais happyto furtherassisttheHouseofRepresentativesScienceand
InnovationCommitteewith additionaltechnicalinformationrelatingto salinity
coordinationandmanagement,if it is required.

Thankyoufor givingusthe opportunityto commenton this inquiry.


